PRIVATE ACTS
OF
OBION COUNTY, TENNESSEE

REVISED EDITION

COUNTY TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE SERVICE
THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE
INSTITUTE FOR PUBLIC SERVICE

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

Original Compilation By
William C. Mclntyre, Legal Specialist

Revised and Edited By
John Joseph King, Legal Specialist
1984

Updated By
Elaine Turner, Paralegal
2005



PREFACE

County government in Tennessee is a political subdivision of state government. As a
political subdivision, county government hasonly that authority whichisdelegatedtoit by thestate.
In Tennessee, the process of delegation of power from state government to county government is
accomplished through legislative action of the general assembly, either through ageneral (public)
act or private act. In the case of the general act, the general assembly grants certain powers which
have general applicationto all or alarge number of countiesacrossthe state. These general actsare
assembled and codified in the Tennessee Code Annotated which is revised and published on an
annual basisand iswidely available. However, finding individual county legisation (private acts)
isnot so easy since it is not published in the official code.

The presence of alarge body of private legislation in this state is the result of two basic
factors. First, athough the Tennessee Constitution mentions some county government offices, the
provisions of the Tennessee Constitution dealing with county government lack detail, thereby
allowing the general assembly wide latitude in county government administration. Secondly, the
Tennessee General Assembly has seen fit to enact much of the law relating to county government
on an individualized county-by-county approach. The result has been that the 95 counties in
Tennessee operate under both general laws and private acts. This body of private legislation is a
mass of separate acts, with each applying to only one or avery small group of counties. Sincethese
acts affect counties on an individual basis, they are not included in the Tennessee Code Annotated
but rather are published annually in separate volumes.

Theresult of thispast method of publication of privatelegislation hasbeentheaccumulation
of alarge portion of county law in acumbersome mass of chronologically arranged volumeswhich
at last count numbered over 120 books. To further complicate matters, the older volumes have not
been reprinted, so that there are today only a handful of complete sets of the private acts in
existence. Nevertheless, scattered through these hard-to-obtain volumes is the only public record
of those laws from which Tennessee counties draw alarge portion of their authority to govern and
under whichthey operatedaily. Beforethe County Technical Assistance Servicebegan compilation
of the private acts on a county-by-county basis, there was no statewide effort to organize these acts
into abody of current law easily accessiblefor reference by county officials and interested citizens.
It isour hope that this volume of The Private Acts of Obion County will provide a useful reference
for county administration in Obion County.

We areindebted to the Obion County legidlative delegation for its continued support of the
County Technical Assistance Service and this compilation.



HOW TO USE THE PRIVATE ACTS OF OBION COUNTY

At least three methods can be used to locate a private act contained in this volume. The
method used will depend on the amount of information you have at the outset of your research.

First, when you have no information about any specific act but merely ageneral question as
to the law on a given subject, the table of contents can be used to ascertain the pages of thisvolume
pertaining to that particular subject area. The chapter headings found in the table of contents are
arranged alphabetically and conform to what the compiler believesto be the most commonly used
terms found in county government in Tennessee. Y ou should note, however, that the table of
contents is general in nature and is not aword index.

A second method can be used if you already know the year and chapter number of anactin
guestion. The parallel reference table in the back of this volume affords a reference to the pages
containing the desired act or acts.

Finaly, if you have a copy of the Tennessee Private Acts Index (The Michie Co.,
Charlottesville, VA, 1984), it can be used as a more complete word index. Upon ascertaining the
chapter and year of the private act of interest, the parall €l referencetablein thisvolume can be used
to locate the private acts.

The private acts currently in effect for the county are reprinted in this volume. When going
through thisvolume you will note that there are some acts noted herein which are no longer current
laws due to subsequent passage of acts which have superseded them in usage. The compiler has
described these actswhich have been superseded in historical notesat the end of the chapter wherein
the current act on the subject is reprinted. Under topic headings throughout this volume, brief
summaries or references are made to general law codified in Tennessee Code Annotated that deals
with the particular topic.

Theactsthat areprinted infull in thisvolumeinclude any subsequent amendmentsto the act.
Although no statement is made regarding whether the amendatory act was ratified, the ratification
was checked by the compiler to insure that the amendatory act was approved locally andisin effect.

Thiscompilation isupdated through the 103rd Session of the 2004 Tennessee Gener al
Assembly.
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ADMINISTRATION

BUDGET SYSTEM

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

PRIVATE ACTS OF 1979
CHAPTER 80

SECTION 1. General organization and procedures.

A. Fiscal Year. Thefiscal year for the county shall begin the first day of July of each year
and shall end on the 30th day of June next following unless otherwise provided by general law. Said
fiscal year shall constitute the budget year, and the year for accounting and reporting of each and
every fund, office, department, institution, activity, and agency of Obion County; but the aforesaid
provision shall be in addition to, and not in lieu of, any accounting and reporting now required of
any official by genera law.

B. General Fiscal Procedures. The system of fiscal management, control, accounting,
budgeting and purchasing herein provided shall conform to generally accepted principles of
governmental accounting and shall be in substantial agreement with the recommendations of the
Nationa Council of Governmental Accounting and as prescribed by the State Comptroller of the
Treasury, State Commissioner of Education, State law, and other state and federal agencies.

C. Financial Management Committee. A County Financial Management Committee is
hereby created. The committee shall consist of the County Judge or Executive, Supervisor of
Highways, Superintendent of Education, and four memberselected by the County L egislative Body
at its regular September session of each year or at any subsequent session. The four members
elected by the county legislative body may be members of the legislative body or someone not
elected to a county position or employed by the county. Such committee shall elect its own
chairman and shall meet from timeto time as it may deem necessary for the discharge of its duties.
The Director of Finance shall bethe ex officio secretary of the said committee. The said committee
shall perform such duties as herein provided.

D. Genera Responsihilities of the Financia Management Committee. The Financia
Management Committee is hereby authorized to establish and approve policies, procedures, and
regulationsin additionto the specific provisionsof thislaw, for implementing asound and proficient
financia system for administering the funds of the County.

E. Centraized Finance Department. Upon adoption of this law, there shall be one
department for administering the finances of the county for all funds of the County General
Operation, Highway Department, Department of Education, and all other departmentswhose funds
are handled by the County Trustee. Thisdepartment shall be known asthe Finance Department and
shall beresponsiblefor purchasing, accounting, payroll, budgeting and other such financial matters
of the County. All employees performing the functions of purchasing, payroll, accounting, and
budgeting inthevarious operating departments shall betransferred to the supervision of the Director
of Finance
and such salaries, benefits, and expenses relating to said personnel shall be budgeted under the
Finance Department.

F. Director of Finance. The Financia Management Committee shall have the authority to
appoint and dismisswith at least thirty days notice subject to the approval of the County Legislative
Body, aDirector of Finance. The person hired for this position shall be qualified by thetraining and
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experience in the field of accounting and finance to perform his duties in a proficient manner and
in accordance with generally recognized governmental accounting principles.

The compensation of the Director of Finance shall be included in the annua budget
recommendations by the Financial Management Committee subject to the approval of the County
Legidative Body's budget appropriation.

G. General Responsibilities of the Director of Finance. TheDirector of Finance shall install
and maintain a purchasing, payroll, budgeting, accounting and financial management system in
accordance to state laws and regulations, to restrictions of this Private Act and other Acts of Obion
County, and to such policies and regulations of the Financial Management Committee and the
County Legidative Body. The Director shall assist other county officials and employees in
achieving a proficient financial management system for the County. The Director of Finance shall
have the authority to hire personnel for the Finance Department provided the positions are funded
in the annual budget and the personnel so hired meet the written job requirements as recommended
by the Director of Finance and approved by the Financial Management Committee.

H. Deputy Director of Finance and Responsibilities of Said Position. A person employed
by the Finance Department shall be recommended by the Director of Finance and approved by the
Financial Management Committee to serve as Deputy Director of Finance. The person employed
for this position shall perform such duties and responsibilities as assigned by the Director of
Finance, but in the absence of the Director, the Deputy Director shall perform those responsibilities
as prescribed by this Act and policies and regulations as approved by the Financial Management
Committeefor the Director including but not limited to the cosigning of warrants, signing of payroll
checks and purchase orders.

|. Bonding of Director of Finance and Personnel of the Finance Department. A blanket bond
of a minimum of $50,000 for dishonest acts and faithful performance shall be executed in
accordance with the general law for other such bonds. Said bond may be for more than $50,000
subject to the approval of the Financial Management Committee and the appropriations of the
County Legislative Body and shall be recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds in the same
manner as are the bonds of all county officials.

SECTION 2. Budgetary Procedures. The Budget and/or Finance Committee, asestablished
by the County Legislative Body for reviewing the annual budget, in conjunction with the Director
of Finance shall, on or before the first day of February of each year, prescribe the budgetary
procedures, forms, calendar, and other information as may be necessary to implement the budgetary
procedures as contained in this Act and policies and regulations approved by the Financial
Management Committee. All budget requestsfor information required by the Budget and/or Finance
Committee shall be submitted to the Director of Finance by May 15th of each year.

The Director of Finance shall on or before June 15th of each year file aconsolidated budget
document with the Budget and/or Finance Committee showing an itemized statement of theamounts
estimated by the various departments and officials to be required for the efficient operation of the
county government from the county general fund, the debt service funds, highway funds, school
funds and all other funds, together with an estimate of the revenues to be received by each of the
funds during the next fiscal year and an estimate of the unencumbered fund balance of each of said
funds at the beginning of said fiscal year.

A. Recommendation of Budget by Committee - Contents. On or before July 1 the Budget
and/or Finance Committee shall review and present the recommended budget to the County
Legidative Body. Said budget shall contain an itemized and classified plan of al proposed
expenditures and estimated receipts for the ensuing fiscal year as submitted by each department or
agency and recommended by the Budget and/or Finance Committee, and shall conform to the
uniform classification of accounts established by the Director of Finance in accordance with the
prescribed state uniform accounting system. It is expressly provided that the classification of
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expenditures and receipts of any and all county school funds for any purpose, administered by the
County Board of Education and the County Superintendent of Schools shall conform to the
classification of accounts as prescribed by the State Commissioner of Education.

The Budget and Finance Committee shall certainly and fully provide in the budget for all
requirements for debt service, interest and bond maturities and for any cash deficit in any fund at
the beginning of the fiscal year, and shall propose a tentative tax rate to fund such budget.

B. Publication of Proposed Budget and Tax Rate Public Hearing. At least ten days before
the budget isto be adopted by the County L egislative Body, the Budget and/or Finance Committee
shall cause a synopsis of the proposed budget, to be published in a newspaper having general
circulation in the county. Said publication shall also contain a notice of a public hearing to be
conducted by said Budget and/or Finance Committee at which any citizen of the county shall have
the right to appear and state his views on the budget.

C. Presentation of Budget to County Governing Body - Alteration or Revision - Adoption
- Temporary Allotments. The Budget and/or Finance Committee shall present the budget to the
County Legidative Body at the regular July session each year or at a special session called for this
purpose prior to the regular July session. The proposed budget shall be accompanied by a budget
message explaining the financial program and outlining the services, work and activities to be
financed by the proposed budget and a brief discussion of the means proposed for financing the
expenditure program set forth in the budget. With the proposed budget, the Budget and/or Finance
Committee shall deliver to the County L egislative Body abudget appropriation resolution and atax
levy resolution.

The County L egidlative Body may alter or revisethe proposed budget except asto provision
for debt servicerequirementsand for other expendituresrequired by law, but the County L egidlative
Body shall finally adopt a budget in July. Provided, however, prior to the adoption of the budget
any county official, board or commission shall beentitled to ahearing beforethe County L egidative
Body with reference to any changes in budget requests or estimates. Pending such final adoption
the Director of Finance is hereby authorized to make temporary allotments for expenditures for
essential county service, inamountsnot in excessof the comparableallotment for an average quarter
of the preceding year.

The budget, the appropriation resolution, and the tax levy resolution, as adopted, shall be
spread upon the minutes of the County Clerk.

D. Expenditures- Limitationsand Restrictions- Disbursement Warrants - Impoundment of
Appropriations. Theappropriationsmadeintheappropriation resolution, or any amendment thereto,
shall constitutethelimit to expendituresfor the various purposes and from the several funds of such
county for thefiscal year covered by said resol ution, and no expendituresshall be made or obligation
created in excess of such limitation. Provided further, that any resolution presented to the County
LegidativeBody inany fiscal year, after the original appropriation resol ution has been adopted and
thetax rate for the year fixed by said court; which providesfor an appropriation in addition to those
made in the original budget appropriation, shall specifically provide by tax levy or otherwise
sufficient revenue or other fundsto meet expendituresto be madein consequence of such additional
appropriation.

Provided, further, that if at any time during thefiscal year it shall become apparent that the
revenues of any of the county'sfundstogether with its unencumbered cash bal ance at the beginning
of such year, will not be sufficient to equal the amount of the original appropriations, it shall bethe
duty of the Director of Finance to impound the appropriations from such fund in such amount as
shall appear necessary, subject to thewritten approval of the Financial Management Committee and
such other requirements as provided by law.



Theappropriationsmade by the County L egidative Body, asprovided above, shall constitute
authorization for expenditures unless otherwise limited by the County Legislative Body.
Expenditures may be made and obligations created against any appropriation to an aggregate total
of the amount appropriated. In addition, the expenditures and encumbrances against the amounts
appropriated shall be made only in consequence of an order or authorization issued by the Finance
Department. No expenditures made or obligations created in any manner shall be valid or binding
against the county except as provided by the provisions of this Act.

E. Budget Amendments. If the need shall arisethe Budget and/or Finance Committee, with
the consent of any official, head of any department or division which may be affected may make
transfers and adjustments within the smallest budgetary itemization of any subdivision. Any other
transfers or adjustments shall be submitted to the Budget and/or Finance Committee for its
recommendationto the County L egislativeBody. Budget amendments should betimely and enacted
before the expenditure and encumbrance of such funds.

F. Monthly Report of Director. The Director of Finance shall make areport at the end of
each month showing the condition of the budget. Said report shall show for each item of
appropriation, and/or allotment thereof, thetotal expendituresfor the month and theyear to date, the
amount of outstanding encumbrances and the amount of the unencumbered balance. Said report
shall also show for each fund an itemized statement of the revenues and receipts estimated for the
year, theamount of the collections of each item for the month and the year to date and the unrealized
portion of the estimate. Each department head, €l ected official and board member shall befurnished
copies of monthly reports for their respective departments as soon as the same is available. The
most recent of such reports shall be presented by the Director of Finance at each regular session of
the County Legislative Body. At such time he shall advise the County Legislative Body of the
condition of the budget, and of any adjustment or reduction of appropriationswhich should be made,
and shall recommend any
other action which, in his opinion, the County Legislative Body should take in order that the
financia condition of the county is not impaired.

G. Changein Required Date. Any date referred to in Section 2 may be extended for any
reasonable reason or altered to meet federal and state requirementsin order to eliminate duplication
subject to the approval of the Budget and/or Finance Committee and five working days written
notice.

SECTION 3. Fiscal Procedure System. There shall be set up and maintained in the
Department of Finance asystem of fiscal procedure, control and centralized accounting, hereinafter
set out and described, which shall be under the administrative control and direction of the Director
of Finance. The procedures and records shall be maintained in accordance with provisions of
Paragraph B of Section 1.

A. Payment of Obligations - Disbursement Warrants. Before any obligation against the
County shall be paid or any disbursement warrant or voucher issued, adetailed invoice, receivable
copy of the purchase order, or such document indicating receipt of merchandise or service should
be approved by the head of an office, department or agency for which the obligation was made and
be filed with the Director of Finance. Said Director shall establish a system for making a careful
pre-audit of such invoice, purchase order, or other documents, including a comparison with any
encumbrance document previously posted or filed authorizing such obligation, and shall approve
for payment only such items as appear to be correct, properly authorized, and not exceeding the
otherwise unencumbered balance of the allotments or appropriations against which they are
chargeable. Disbursement warrants shall be promptly prepared for al such approved obligations
by the Director of Finance signed in accordance with Section 3, Paragraph B and mailed or delivered
to the payees thereof.

A duplicate copy of al disbursement warrants, withal original invoicesand other supporting
documents attached thereto, shall be kept on file in the office of the Director of Finance.
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B. Signing of Disbursement Warrantsand Payroll Checks. All disbursement warrantsdrawn
on the County Trustee for the obligations of the County Executive, the County Highway
Department, and the County Department of Education, shall be signed in accordance with the law.
After the disbursement warrants are prepared in the Department of Finance, the disbursement
warrant shall be provided to each department for signing. Upon the signing of said warrant, the
department head signing the disbursement warrant may keep one copy for filingin such department.
Theorigina and all other copies of such warrant shall be returned to the Director of Financefor his
signature as a cosigner for said warrant and for filing and mailing from such office.

In lieu of each department signing disbursement warrants, the departments may authorize
the Director of Finance to use asignature plate in accordance with the general law and approval by
the State Comptroller of the Treasury. If such signature plate is used, it shall be locked in a safe
place when not in use and supervised by the person responsible for its safekeepingwheninuse. A
record shall be maintained indicating when the signature plate is used, numbers of the warrants
signed, and the person using such plate.

SECTION 4. Payroll Bank Account. The Financial Management Committee is hereby
authorized to maintain a special county payroll account at a bank in which disbursement warrants
for thetotal of each payroll may be deposited and against which individual net earning checks may
be issued to each of the county employees. The Financial Management Committee may authorize
theissuance of such payroll checkson the signature of the Director of Finance and in such event the
depository bank shall be so instructed.

SECTION 5. Purchasing Function. The Director of Finance shall serve as the County
Purchasing Agent and shall assist the Financial Management Committeein devel oping policiesand
procedures for implementing an economical and efficient purchasing system. The contract,
purchase, or any obligation of the county for supplies; material; equipment; contractual services;
rental of machinery, buildings, or equipment; transfer of material s, supplies, and equi pment between
county offices or agencies, supervision of storeroom or warehouse; contracts for building
construction and the purchase of land; public saleof all surplus materials, equipment, buildings, and
land; and any other created obligation of the county except the hiring of personnel or setting their
salaries shall be the responsibility of the Director of Finance subject to the policies and regulations
established by the Financial Management Committee.

A. General Purchasing Provisionsand Procedures. The Financial Management Committee
with the assistance of the Director of Finance shall, in addition to other provisions of this Act,
establish policies and procedures to implement the following:

(1) All contracts or purchases for biddable supplies, materials, equipment, and other needs
of the county exceeding $1,000.00 shall be by sealed bids. The Financial Management Committee
may establish policiesfor taking sealed bidsfor lessthan $1,000.00. Biddableitemsshall mean any
need of the county where more than one bidder or contractor can provide the material or service.

(2) No purchase or contract shall be made when the bid prices exceed the current market
price for the same merchandise or service.

(3) Purchases and contracts shall be awarded based on the lowest and best bid.

(4) Policies and procedures shall be established for a complete purchasing system and to
include but not limited to the following:

@ Specifications development by the department to receive the merchandise,
construction or service.

(b) | ssuance of requisitions.

(© Verification of budget appropriations before authorizing the obligation.

(d) Specification's review and change by the Director of Finance to allow for
maximum competition of prospective bidders.
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(e Preparation of formal and informal bids.

()] Handling of sealed bids.

(9) Bid opening procedures which would be open to the public.

(h) Bid evaluation, comparison, and approval by the Financial Management
Committee, if so deemed by the Committee

() Issuance of purchase orders and contracts.

() Verification of receiving the merchandise or service.

(K) Approval of invoices for payment.

() Payment of invoices or obligations of the county.

(5) Thepurchasing system shall allow for emergency purchases, total cost bidding, blanket
purchasesfor small orders, grouping of purchases of the various departments, and other methodsfor
receiving the most competitive price and best bid. Emergency purchases shall be limited to needs
arising which are not normally foreseeable. Emergency purchases shall not be permissible if a
department or agency failsto properly planfor the need, proper purchasing procedures, and delivery
time.

B. Liability of County. The county shall be liable for the payment of all purchases of
supplies, materials, equipment and contractual service made in accordance with the provisions of
thisAct, but shall not be liablein accordance with the provisions of this Act for the payment of such
purchases made contrary to its provisions.

C. Adverselnterest of County Officialsand Employees Prohibited. Neither the Director of
Finance, nor members of the Financial Management Committee, nor members of the County
Legidative Body, nor other officials, employees, or members of the board of education or highway
commission shall befinancially interested or have any personal beneficial interest either directly or
indirectly, in the purchase of any supplies, materials, or equipment for the County, nor isany firm,
corporation, partnership, association or individual furnishing any such supplies, materials or
equipment; nor shall the Purchasing Agent or any assistant or employee accept or receive directly
or indirectly from any person, firm, corporation, partnership or association to whom any contract
may be awarded, by rebate, gift or otherwise, any money or other things of value whatsoever, or any
promise, obligation or contract for future reward or compensation.

SECTION 6. Implementation of Financial Management System. Upon becoming law, the
County L egidlativeBody shall appoint membersof the Financial Management Committeeat the next
meeting of such Body. Within thirty days after such appointment, the Committee shall meet, elect
achairman, and start the processfor hiring aDirector of Finance. The Committee shall also develop
plans for implementing the financial management system beginning July 1, 1979 and completing
the implementation process by August 1, 1980. In implementing the system, the Financial
Management Committee and Director of Finance shall seek the recommendations from the State
County Audit Division, the University of Tennessee's County Technical Assistance Service, and
other organizations. After an implementation plan has been developed and approved by the
Financial Management Committee, areport shall be submitted to the County Legislative Body by
July 1, 1979.

SECTION 7. Exemptionsfrom this Act. The county hospital operation and the individual
school activity fundsare hereby exempted fromthisAct unlessthegeneral law providesinthefuture
for centralization of such funds or strict management by the County.

SECTION 8. Violation of this Act. Any official or employee of the County, or of any
institution or agency thereof, who shall fail or refuse to perform the duties required by this chapter,
or who shall fail or refuse otherwise to conform to the provisions of this Act shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be subject to fine and to removal from office or position.

SECTION 9. Approval of Private Act by County Legislative Body. ThisAct shall become
law upon approval by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the County Legislative Body of Obion County. Its
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approval or rejection shall be proclaimed by the presiding officer of the Legidative Body and
certified by him within thirty days after approval or rejection to the Secretary of State.

SECTION 10. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Act, it shall
be effective upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall
become effective upon being approved as provided in Section 9.

Passed: April 19, 1979.



ADMINISTRATION

BUDGET SYSTEM

Counties in Tennessee may operate their budgeting system under one of the three optional
general laws on the subject or under the provisions of private acts or county or metropolitan
government charters. The three optional general laws dealing with budgeting are the County
Budgeting Law of 1957, the County Financial Management System of 1981 and the Local Option
Budgeting Law of 1993. If neither an optional general law nor a private act or county charter has
been adopted, the county may have established a budget committee by resolution to serve in an
advisory role to the county legisative body. Also see T.C.A. 88 5-9-401 through 5-9-407, and
T.C.A. 8 49-2-301 (school budget). Most counties are subject to a general law dealing with the
procedure for making budget amendments that is codified at T.C.A. § 5-9-407.

The County Budgeting Law of 1957 is found in title 5, chapter 12 of Tennessee Code
Annotated. It isageneral law establishing procedures for the preparation and adoption of county
budgets for all county funds, activities and agencies. The County Budgeting Law of 1957 is
permissive legislation and in order to come under its provisions, counties must adopt a resolution
by 2/3 vote of the county legislative body or pass the proposal in areferendum. Section 5-13-111
of Tennessee Code Annotated specifically providesthat the 1957 general law does not affect either
private actsthen in existence or prevent the enactment of private legislation for Tennessee counties
creating central accounting systems, the position of budget director, or other budgeting procedures.

The County Financial Management System of 1981 iscodified at T.C.A. 8 5-21-101 et seq.
Thislaw provides an optional system and methods of controlling the financial affairs of a county,
including budgeting, purchasing, and investment processes. Thisactispermissivein natureand can
be activated by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the county legislative body, or by a majority vote in a
referendum election.

The Local Option Budgeting Law of 1993 is an optional general law located at T.C.A. 88
5-12-201 through 5-12-217. This law may be adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the county
legidativebody. Thislaw may be adopted and used in conjunction with the County Budgeting Law
of 1957 or the County Financial Management System of 1981, or used alone. This optional law
provides proceduresfor theformulation, adoption and amendment of an annual budget that includes
deadlinesfor action. If acounty legidative body operating under thislaw failsto adopt abudget by
August 1, the portion of the budget prepared by the department of education goes into effect, and
similarly, the remainder of the budget as proposed by the county executive or budget committee
goes into effect.

The following acts once created a budgeting system for Obion County, but they have been
specifically repealed or superseded by current law. Also referenced below are acts which repeal
prior law without providing new substantive provisions.

1 Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 372, Page 961, created a County Finance and Budget
Commission for Obion County, composed of three members with the County Judge or
Chairman as the Chairman. The Act named Hugh Smith, Pres Shoresand H. L. Hassel as
the first Commission who wereto serve until their successorswere elected in August, 1930,
for a four year term. County Court members were declared ineligible as were county
residents of lessthan two years. The Commission would meet on thefirst Monday in April
each year to investigate the financial needs of the County for the current year, to prepare a
budget, and to compute the necessary tax levies. The Commission was obligated to
investigate the indebtedness of the County and no evidence of county indebtedness would
be valid unless it bore the signature of a majority of the Commission. They could employ
an attorney to recover county funds but his compensation could not exceed 15% of the
recovery. The County Court would consider the proposed budget and tax rate at its July
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Term. The tax rate must be fixed strictly in conformity with the recommendations of the
Commission, subject to thelisted exceptions. Commission members, except the Chairman,
would receive compensation of $7.50 per day for each day of service rendered, not
exceeding 18 daysin ayear. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 228,

Page 601.

Private Actsof 1929, Chapter 677, Page 1993, amended Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 372,
by deleting Pres Shores and substituting therefore the name of J. C. McRee as amember of
the first Finance and Budget Commission. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1931,
Chapter 228, Page 601.

Private Actsof 1937, Chapter 528, Page 1689, established abudget system for Obion County
which set up a fiscal year for al divisions of the County government, making it the
responsibility of each department head to file budget requests with the County Clerk setting
out in detail the estimate for the ensuing fiscal year's expenditures and expected revenue, if
any, which would be reviewed and modified, when necessary, by a five member Budget
Commission selected by the County Legidative Body. The Act promulgates guidelinesand
procedures for the further consideration of the Budget leading to its adoption, and
subsequent to its adoption the regulations under which the funds will be expended and
records of such expenditure kept. This Act was repealed by Private Act of 1979, Chapter
81, Page 369.

Private Act of 1937 (EX. Sess.), Chapter 6, Page 407, amended Private Actsof 1937, Chapter
528, by removing the County Workhouse and Poorhouse Commission from being subject
to the provisions of the County Budget System. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of
1979, Chapter 81, Page 369.

Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 210, Page 816, amended Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 528,

to allow the investment of budget allotments under some specified circumstancesin U.S.
bonds by the Obion County Quarterly Court.
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ADMINISTRATION

BUILDING PERMITS

PRIVATE ACTS OF 1976
CHAPTER 249

SECTION 1. Any owner or owners of real property in Obion County who builds, erects,
constructs or remodels, or who causes or allowsto be built, erected, constructed, or remodel ed, any
building or improvements upon their real property, where such construction or remodeling has a
value of or costs onethousand dollars ($1,000.00) or more, shall apply for building permitsfromthe
Obion County Assessor of Property prior to the commencement of such construction or remodeling.

Such application shall be made in writing on a form or forms to be prescribed by the
Assessor of Property and provided for him by the Quarterly County Court. Thereshall beno charge
for the issuance of the permits.

SECTION 2. Failureto obtain such permit withinthirty (30) daysafter the beginning of such
construction or improvements is a misdemeanor and punishable upon conviction thereof by afine
of fifty dollars ($50.00).

SECTION 3. Thisact shall have no effect unlessit is approved by atwo-thirds (2/3) vote
of the Quarterly County Court of Obion County before September 1, 1976. Its approval or
nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding officer of the Quarterly County Court and certified
by him to the Secretary of State.

SECTION 4. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of thisact, it shall be
effective upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall
become effective upon being approved as provided in Section 3.

Passed: March 9, 1976.
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ADMINISTRATION

COUNTY AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE

PRIVATE ACTS OF 1941
CHAPTER 231

SECTION 1. That in all Counties having apopulation of not more than 30,980 no lessthan
30,950, according to the Federal Census of 1940, the County Agricultural Committee, authorized
by Section 2545 of the 1932 Code of Tennessee, heretofore el ected by the County Quarterly Court,
and now acting, shall only hold office until the April Term of the County Quarterly Court, 1947, at
which time and biennially thereafter the County Quarterly Court shall elect for aterm of two (2)
years a County Agriculture Committee composed of three (3) Magistrates from the Court and four
(4) other competent men or women, all of whom shall be interested in the welfare of the agriculture
of the County and all of whom shall reside in different magisterial districts in the County, which
Committee shall act with the Agricultural Extension Service in employing agents, or removing
agents for unsatisfactory service or other cause.

As amended by: Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 337, Page 1347.

SECTION 2. Repealed by Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 337, Page 1347.

SECTION 3. That should avacancy occur on the County Agriculture Committee by reason
of death, resignation or otherwise, the County Quarterly Court, at itsnext regular session, shall elect
a Committeeman or Committeewoman to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term.

As amended by: Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 337, Page 1347.

SECTION 4. That al laws and parts of lawsin conflict with this Act be, and the same are,
hereby repeal ed.

SECTION 5. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare
requiring it.

Passed: February 10, 1941.
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ADMINISTRATION

COUNTY ATTORNEY

Theofficeof county attorney isnot aconstitutional officenor isit an established office under
genera law. The office of county attorney may be set up by private act. The county executiveis
authorized by T.C.A. § 5-6-112 to employ counsel wherethereisno county attorney established by
private act or county or metropolitan government charter.

The general law at T.C.A. § 49-2-203 authorizes the board of education to employ legal
counsel to advise or represent the board. The County Uniform Highway Law authorizes county
highway departments subject to thisgeneral law (most counties) to employ legal counsel or to solicit
the use of legal counsel retained by the county to prosecute or defend litigation caused by or
necessary to the operation of the county highway department. T.C.A. 8 54-7-110. There may be
other private acts which allow other governmental departments to hire attorneys.

The following act once affected the appointment, election, or office of the county attorney
in Obion County. Thisact isincluded for historical reference only.

1 Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 297, Page 1145, would have created the office of County
Attorney for Obion County who would be appointed by the County Judge, take the oath
prescribed in the Act, and discharge the duties enumerated in the statute, records of al of
which would be entered upon the minutes of the Court. Hisregular salary would be not less
than $50 per month plus extra compensation for unusual work loads. This Act was never
acted on by the local legislative authorities and therefore never became a law under the
requirements of the Home Rule Amendment to the Tennessee Constitution.
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ADMINISTRATION

COUNTY CLERK

The county clerk, formerly the county court clerk, is a constitutional office as provided by
article VI, section | of the Constitution of Tennessee. The county clerk is popularly elected for a
term of four years. T.C.A. 8 18-6-101. The bond required for county clerksis $50,000 in counties
with a population greater than 15,000 and $25,000 in counties with a population less than 15,000.
T.C.A. §18-2-201.

Most of the duties of the county clerk are specified in the general law (public acts) codified
in Tennessee Code Annotated. The county clerk is the clerk of the county legidative body. The
clerk keepsthe officia record (minutes) of thelegidative body. The county clerk isresponsiblefor
the issuance of marriage licenses and pawnbrokers' licenses. The county clerk is the collector for
anumber of local and statetaxesincluding local wheel taxes, local hotel/motel taxes, whol esal e beer
tax, businesstaxesand vehicleregistration fees. T.C.A. §18-6-105. Theclerk'ssalary isregulated
by T.C.A. 88 8-24-102 and 8-24-104. The old minimum and maximum variation in salary ended
on September 1, 1993. The basic fee schedule for the county clerk isfound at T.C.A. § 8-21-407.

The following acts once affected the office of county clerk in Obion County. They are
included herein for historical purposes. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law
without providing new substantive provisions.

1 Acts of 1859-60, Chapter 111, Section 4, Page 390, authorized the County Court Clerk of
Obion County to appoint a Deputy Clerk who must reside west of Reelfoot Lake and who
would have powers similar to the Clerk.

2. Private Act of 1931, Chapter 44, Page 103, stated in the preamble that R. H. Bond was
elected County Court Clerk of Obion County in 1918 and served until 1926, during which
time public laws were passed which required the County Court Clerk to petition the
Chancellor in the employment of clerical assistants. Due to amisunderstanding of the law,
Bondfailedtofiletherequired petition and employed assistantson hisown initiative. A suit
wasfiled and prosecuted against himto afinal judgment which Bond paid from his personal
funds. ThisAct authorized the Quarterly County Court to refund to Bond any amount of the
judgment which they might consider right and proper in the case to reimburse him.

3. Private Acts of 1931 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 3, Page 328, was the authority for the County
Court Clerk of Obion County to appoint a Deputy Clerk who must take an oath and execute
a performance bond whereupon the Deputy Clerk would be empowered to do all thingsthe
Clerk could do. The Deputy'sannual salary would be $1500, payable out of the excessfees
of the office but, should the fees be insufficient to pay him, the County must pay the
difference out of the County general fund.

4, Private Actsof 1933, Chapter 785, Page 1806, provided that the annual salary of the County
Court Clerk could not exceed $3500 in any one year of the term and would only be paid out
of the fees of the office but this Act was not to be construed as modifying the special
compensation due him as a Trustee or a Receiver. This Act was repealed by Private Acts
of 1979, Chapter 81, Page 369.
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ADMINISTRATION

COUNTY MAYOR

All countiesin Tennessee, except those with ametropolitan form of government, must have
an elected county executivewho isformally entitled county mayor unless entitled county executive
by private act. T.C.A. 8 5-6-101. The county mayor serves afour year term.

The county mayor isthe chief executive officer of the county and has al of the powersand
dutiesformerly exercised by the county judge except judicial powers. The county mayor servesas
a nonvoting, ex officio member of the county legislative body, and the county mayor or a
representative of the county mayor servesasanonvoting member of all committeesof thelegidative
body. T.C.A. 85-6-106. The county legislative body may e ect the county mayor asits chairman.
However, the county mayor may refuse to serve as chairman. T.C.A. 8 5-5-103. If the county
mayor isnot elected chairman, then the county mayor may veto legidlative resol utions of the county
legidative body. T.C.A. § 5-6-107.

Except as otherwise provided by law, the county mayor appoints members of county boards
and commissions and county department heads. Such appointees are subject to confirmation by the
county legidative body. T.C.A. 8 5-6-106(c). It isimportant to recognize that most boards and
department heads are provided for by general law or private act, and this residual appointive power
of the county mayor may not be applicable.

The county mayor is authorized to employ one or more clerical assistants as may be
necessary for the performance of hisor her official duties. The county mayor setsthe compensation
for these clerical assistantswithinthe amount appropriated for thispurpose by the county legidative
body. T.C.A. §5-6-116.

The references below are of acts which once applied to the office of county judge, or county
executive in Obion County. They are included herein for historical purposes only. Also referenced
below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive provisions.

1 Actsof 1855-56, Chapter 253, Page 511, created the office of County Judgefor every county
in the State. The County Judge must be learned in the law and would be elected for four
year terms by popular vote. Quorum Courts were abolished in those counties where they
existed and their duties were assigned to the County Judge, who would hold the regular
sessions of the court on the first Monday in each month. The County Judge would preside
over the Quarterly Court in place of its Chairman whose duties he would assume. The
jurisdiction, powers, and authority of the Court and Judge were enumerated and the salary
set at $5 per day whilethe court was sitting either asamonthly, or quarterly, court. ThisAct
was repealed by Acts of 1857-58, Chapter 5, Page 3.

2. Acts of 1867-68, Chapter 30, Section 15, Page 29, created the office of County Judge for
Obion County who would be paid $500 annually. The County Judge would be financial
agent for the County and was given all the powers and privileges held by the County Judges
of Perry and Decatur counties. This Act was repealed, as to Obion County, by Acts of
1868-69, Chapter 24, Section 4, Page 26.

3. Acts of 1891, Chapter 136, Page 304, established the office of County Judge, specified a
term of four yearswith apopular el ection and transferred jurisdiction formerly exercised by
the Chairman of the County Court to the County Judge. ThisAct was superseded by Chapter
934 of the Public Acts of 1978 which abolished the office of county judge, transferred the
judicia duties of the County Judge to other courts, and transferred the administrative duties
of the County Judge to the new office of County Executive.
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11.

Acts of 1905, Chapter 290, Page 626, amended Acts of 1891, Chapter 136, to give the
County Judgethe power and theauthority to grant fiats, writs of attachment, injunctions, and
all the other extraordinary writs which could then be issued by Circuit Court Judges and
Chancellors.

Private Acts of 1921, Chapter 381, Page 1168, also amended Acts of 1891, Chapter 136, to
confer upon the County Judge of Obion County, concurrent jurisdiction with the Chancellor
and Circuit Judge, to grant writs of attachment, injunction, certiorari and supersedeas, and
all the other extraordinary writs and process, and concurrent jurisdiction with all the other
Judges to hear petitions of habeas corpus, and to grant remedies pursuant thereto.

Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 234, Page 782, amended Acts of 1891, Chapter 136, by
making the County Judgethe ex-officio Purchasing Agent for the County. Hewould receive
additional compensation of $1,300 per annum for these duties. This Act was repealed by
Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 82, Page 371.

Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 235, Page 787, amended Acts of 1891, Chapter 136, by
making the County Judge the ex-officio Director of the Budget. For this additional
responsibility, the County Judge would receive $1,300 per annum as additional
compensation. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 82, Page 371.

Private Actsof 1947, Chapter 312, Page 1264, amended Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 234,
by increasing the annual compensation of the Obion County Judge from $1,300 to $2,000.
This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 82, Page 371.

Private Actsof 1947, Chapter 313, Page 1265, amended Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 235,
by increasing the annual compensation paid to the County Judge for being the Director of
the Budget from $1,300 to $2,000. ThisAct wasrepeaed by Private Acts of 1979, Chapter
82, Page 371.

Private Acts of 1957, Chapter 108, Page 338, amended Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 234,
by adding a provision that the County Court could exclude any department of the Obion
County government from the requirement of having to purchase items through the County
Judge so that the Department could purchaseitsown supplies. The Act states, however, that
it would not be presented to the Quarterly County Court for itsconsideration, and, that being
the case, this Act never became effective in Obion County under the provisions of the Home
Rule Amendment to the State Constitution.

Private Actsof 1979, Chapter 82, Page 371, amended Private Actsof 1891, Chapter 136, as

amended, to provide that the County Judge's compensation would be the same as those
provided by the general law.
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ADMINISTRATION

COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY

PRIVATE ACTS OF 1965
CHAPTER 18

SECTION 1. That hereafter Justices of the Peace of counties of not less than 26,947
inhabitants and no more than 26,967 inhabitants, according to the Federal Census of 1960, or any
subsequent Federal Census, shall be entitled to and shall receive Sixty Dollars ($60) per year
payable in equal quarterly installments of Fifteen Dollars ($15) each for attendance upon regular
guarterly sessions of the County Court in such counties.

COMPILER'SNOTE: SeeT.C.A. 85-5-107 for genera law on compensation.

SECTION 2. That in addition to said compensation for the attendance upon the sessions of
the Quarterly County Court in said counties, the Justices of the Peace shall be entitled to and receive
mileage at the rate of ten (10) cents a mile for each mile traveled in going to and from their
residencesto the County Court House to attend each regular, special, or extrasession of the County
Court. Provided, that no Justice of the Peace who resides within one (1) mile of the court house
shall receive any such mileage.

SECTION 3. That al Acts and parts of Acts of the General Assembly of the State of
Tennessee that are in conflict with this Act be and the same are hereby repealed.

SECTION 4. That this Act shall have no effect unless the same shall have been approved
by two-thirds vote of the Quarterly County Court of any county to which it may apply on or before
the next regular meeting of such Quarterly County Court occurring more than thirty days after its
approval by the Chief Executive of this State. Itsapproval or non-approval shall be proclaimed by
the presiding officer of the body having jurisdiction to approve or the reverse, and shall be certified
by him to the Secretary of State.

SECTION 5. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare
requiring it.

Passed: January 28, 1965.
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ADMINISTRATION

COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY

Each county in Tennessee, except those with a metropolitan form of government, has a
county legidative body, which is also formally known as the board of county commissioners, or
informally known as the county commission.

The county legislative body, or board of county commissioners, iscomposed of not lessthan
nine (9) nor more than twenty-five (25) members. The board reapportions the county into districts
from which county commissioners are elected. These districts must be apportioned on the basis of
population so that each commissioner represents substantially the same number of people. No more
than three commissioners may be elected from the same district. T.C.A. § 5-1-108.

The county legidlative body replaced the quarterly county court as provided in the Public
Actsof 1978, Chapter 934, T.C.A. 8§ 5-5-101 et seq. The county commissioners are vested with all
the legidative powers and duties formerly vested in justices of the peace, but possess no judicial
powers and are not charged with any judicial functions. Under T.C.A. § 36-3-301, members of
county legislative bodies may solemnize marriages.

Thefollowing actsonceappliedtothequarterly court or the county | egidativebody of Obion
County and areincluded hereinfor historical purposes. Also referenced below are actswhichrepeal
prior law without providing new substantive provisions.

1 Actsof 1823, Chapter 41, Section 3, Page 49, specified that the Court of Pleas and Quarter
Sessions of Obion County would meet on the third Monday in January, April, July, and
October.

2. Acts of 1824 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 53, Page 58, stated that the Quarterly County Courts of
Weakley, Obion, Dyer, and McNairy Counties were authorized to adjourn to other suitable
placesin their respective counties as would best suit their convenience, if amajority of the
Justiceswere present and in agreement on the matter. They were also authorized to adjourn
to their county towns when they were ready to receive them.

3. Actsof 1824 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 102, Section 2, Page 99, directed that the Quarterly County
Court of Obion County meet on the third Monday in January, April, July, and October.

4, Acts of 1825, Chapter 318, Section 3, Page 329, rearranged the schedule of terms for the
Obion County Quarterly Court so that they would hereafter convene on the first Monday in
January, April, July, and October.

5. Actsof 1826, Chapter 179, Page 159, legalized and confirmed all the official actsof William
Tyrrell, aJustice of the Peace of Obion County, in the same manner asif he had lived in the
said county.

6. Actsof 1829, Chapter 20, Page 21, was the enabling legid ation for the Quarterly Courts of
the counties of Carroll, Gibson, Dyer, Knox, Anderson, Obion, and Henderson, a majority
of the Justices being present and voting, at their first term of the year, to select three of their
number to be a Quorum Court for aterm of one year, at aper diem rate of pay of $1.50 for
which they could levy atax of $1 on each lawsuit filed in the county. If the litigation tax
failed to produce enough money to pay the per diem, then a general tax could be levied to
provide the funds.

7. Acts of 1829, Chapter 102, Section 3, Page 134, re-scheduled the holding of the Quarterly

Courtsin Obion and Dyer Counties. In Obion County the Court would meet on the fourth
Monday in June, September, and December.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

Actsof 1831, Chapter 52, Page 39, amended Acts of 1829, Chapter 102, by stipulating that
the Quarterly Court of Obion County would meet on the first Monday in January, April,
July, and October. All process to be made to conform to the change in dates.

Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 6, Page 45, set up a County Court in every County which would
meet on thefirst Monday in every month and stay in session until the business of the Court
was completed. Three Justices selected by the Court would hear cases on the probate of
wills and related matters of the administration of estates but could conduct no jury trials.
The Justices would elect a Chairman for a one year term to preside over the Court. The
Justices, however, could select 25 jurors, one from each civil district, if that many, or could
choose 37, if that were more convenient. A tax could be levied, if necessary, to meet the
funding requirements of the County.

Acts of 1859-60, Chapter 111, Page 390, authorized and required the Quarterly County
Court of Obion County to appoint acommittee of three citizenswho lived west of Reelfoot
Laketo draft the plans suitable for a court house and ajail which they could also enter into
a contract to build on the previously selected and approved site.

Actsof 1905, Chapter 494, Page 1078, divided Obion County into ninedivisions, composed
of whole Civil Districts, from which one Justice of the Peace would be selected by the
Quarterly Court for aterm of six years. The Quarterly Court would handle all business
which could not be lawfully done by the County Judge at its sessions held on the first
Monday of January, April, July and October. This Act was repealed by Acts of 1907,
Chapter 99, Page 279.

Private Acts of 1920 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 76, Page 279, provided that the Justices of the
Peace shall be entitled to receive $3 daily for their attendance at the meetings of the
Quarterly County Court, plus the mileage allowed under the law.

Private Actsof 1957, Chapter 338, Page 1064, stated that the Justices of the Peacein Obion
County would be paid $8 per day for attendance at the meetings of the Quarterly County
Court and mileage at the rate of five cents per mileif they lived more than five miles from
the court house. Mileage payments were limited to two days per term. This act was never
presented to the Court for their approval or rejection and consequently never became
effective under the Home Rule Amendment to the State Constitution.

Private Actsof 1965, Chapter 18, Page 66, authorized compensation of Justices of the Peace
for Obion County of $60 per year, payable in equal quarterly installments.
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ADMINISTRATION

COUNTY REGISTER

RECORDATION OF DEEDS

PRIVATE ACTS OF 1961
CHAPTER 260

SECTION 1. That from and after the effective date of this Act, all deeds, deeds of trust,
subdivision plats, tract maps and all other instruments vesting or divesting title to or in any real
estate situated in Obion County, Tennessee, shall be noted in the office of the County Tax Assessor
of Obion County prior to the time and before any of such instruments shall befiled for record in the
office of the County Register of Obion County.

TheTax Assessor or hisDeputy shall receive each of suchinstrumentsfor notation, and shall
make a permanent record of the same in his office, showing the date of the instrument, the
consideration of the transfer, the name of the grantor, the name of the grantee, the location of the
property, including the Civil District in which said property is situated, and a sufficient description
of the property so that the same can be readily identified.

SECTION 2. That when any of such instruments have been noted by the Tax Assessor or
his Deputy, he shall stamp on each such instrument an endorsement indicating that the instrument
has been properly noted in his office and that the notation fee has been paid.

SECTION 3. That the County Tax Assessor of Obion County is hereby authorized and
directed to collect a fee of One Dollar ($1.00) for the notation in his office of each of such
instruments hereinabove set forth, and all of such fees collected by the County Tax Assessor shall
be paid over at the end of each month to the office of the County Judge of said County, together with
awritten report showing the person from whom each such fee was collected. Said funds collected
and received shall be paid into the general fund of said County.

All of the necessary expensesincident to the carrying out of the provisions of this Act shall
be paid out of the general fund of said County.

SECTION 4. That none of the instruments herein provided for shall be received for record
or recorded in the office of the County Register until each such instrument hasfirst been noted and
stamped by the County Tax Assessor. None of theinstrumentsherein provided for shall bereceived
for notation or noted in the office of the County Tax Assessor unless such instrument contains a
reference therein indicating the recording data of the instrument by which the grantor acquired title
to the property sought to be conveyed.

Any Tax Assessor or Deputy Tax Assessor, and any County Register or Deputy County
Register, who willfully or negligently failsto comply with the provisions of this Act shall be guilty
of amisdemeanor.

SECTION 5. That the County Tax Assessor of Obion County is hereby authorized and
empowered to employ a Deputy Tax Assessor who shall devote his full time to the duties of the
office, and whose compensation shall be fixed by the Quarterly County Court of Obion County to
be paid from the general funds of the County, in equal monthly installments.

SECTION 6. That the provisionsof this Act are hereby declared to be severable; and if any
of its sections, provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases or parts be held unconstitutional or void, the
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remainder of this Act shall continue in full force and effect, it being the legidative intent, now
hereby declared, that this Act would have been passed even if such unconstitutional or void matter
had not been included therein.

SECTION 7. That this Act shall have no effect unless the same shall be submitted to the
Quarterly County Court of Obion County and approved by a two-thirds vote of said Quarterly
County Court. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding officer of said
Quarterly County Court and shall be certified by him to the Secretary of State.

SECTION 8. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare
requiring it.

Passed: March 14, 1961.
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ADMINISTRATION

COUNTY REGISTER

The office of county register is a constitutional office, established by article V11, section 1
of the Constitution of Tennessee, and isregulated by the general statutesfoundin Tennessee Code
Annotated, title 8, chapter 13; title 10, chapter 7 (public records); title 47, chapter 9 (U.C.C. Secured
Transactions); and title 66 (real property and registration of instruments). The salary of the county
register is set by T.C.A. 88 8-24-102 and 8-24-104. The end of the old minimum/maximum
variation in salary is effective from September 1, 1993.

The principa duty of the county register is the registration of instruments which the law
requiresto be, or allowsto be, filed or recorded. These instrumentsinclude, but are not limited to:
deeds of conveyance of real estate, powers of attorney, deeds of trust, mortgages, liens, land sale
contracts, plats, leases, military discharges, and papers under the Uniform Commercial Code. The
purposes of such registrations are also varied. The records of the register's office provide a public
record of real property ownership, liensand various other transactionsthat affect the publicinterest.
The basic fee schedule for the register isfound at T.C.A. § 8-21-1001.

The following acts once affected the office of county register in Obion County, but are no
longer operative. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new
substantive provisions.

1 Actsof 1913, Chapter 3, Page 3, authorized the County Register in Obion County to appoint
two or more, Deputy Registers, and declared that unmarried females over 21 years of age
were éligible for appointment to the positions while they were single with all the rights,
duties, and privileges enjoyed by other Deputy Registers. If the female appointee should
marry, shewould forfeit her officeimmediately and be disqualified from performing any of
her official duties.

2. Private Acts of 1931 (2nd Ex. Sess.), Chapter 2, Page 327, mentions Registrars in the text,
but obviously intends the Act to relate to Registers. This Act allows the appointment of a
Deputy Register who, upon making bond, would be authorized and empowered to do and
perform al duties imposed upon the Register. The salary specified was $900 annually,
payable out of the excess fees of the Register's office, but, should the fees be insufficient to
pay that amount, the County was charged to make up the difference in the pay.

3. Private Actsof 1933, Chapter 779, Page 1798, declared that the Registers of Deedsin Obion
County were not entitled to receive any more for their services than $2500, during any one
year of their term which would be payable out of the fees of that office but this Act was not
to be construed as modifying in any manner the terms of Section 10728 through 10747,
Tennessee Code. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 81, Page 369.
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ADMINISTRATION

COUNTY TRUSTEE

The county trustee is one of the county officers established by article VI, section 1 of the
Constitution of Tennessee. The office is regulated by title 8, chapter 11 of Tennessee Code
Annotated. Duties of the county trustee regarding the collection of property taxes are codified in
Tennessee Code Annotated, title 67, chapter 5. The county trusteeis elected by the qualified voters
of the county to serveafour year term. T.C.A. 88-11-101. Upon election the trustee must take the
required oath of office and enter into a surety bond. T.C.A. § 8-11-102. For other statutes
pertaining to the many duties of thetrustee asafiscal officer, seevolume 14 of the combined general
index of T.C.A. under "County Trustee".

The salary of the county trustee is set by T.C.A. 88 8-24-102 and 8-24-104. The old
minimum/maximum variation in salary ended on September 1, 1993.

Thefollowing act once affected the of fice of county trusteein Obion County, butisnolonger
operative. Also referenced below is an act which repeals prior law without providing new
substantive provisions.

1 Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 783, Page 1802, stated that the Trustee of Obion County
would not be entitled to receive more than $3,500 annual compensation during any oneyear
of his term; the same to be paid out of the fees of the office, and this act was not to be
construed as modifying Sections 10728 to 10747 of the Tennessee Code, and was not to
interfere with any compensation due the Trustee for special services such as Receiver or
Trustee. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 81, Page 369.
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ADMINISTRATION

OBION AND FORKED DEER RIVER

FLOOD CONTROL AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

PUBLIC ACTS OF 1959
CHAPTER 129

WHEREAS, Public Law 526, 79th Congress, Second Session, and Public Law 858, 80th
Congress, Second Session, authorized the construction of flood control and drainageimprovements
of the Obion and Forked Deer Rivers and their tributaries in Obion, Weakley, Gibson, Dyer,
Crockett, Lauderdale, Haywood, and M adison Counties, substantially in accordancewith thereports
of the Chief of Engineers, United States Army, House Document No. 757, 79th Congress, Second
Session, and House Document No. 627, 80th Congress, Second Session; and

WHEREAS, The construction of such flood control and drainage improvements at federal
expense cannot be undertaken by the Corps of Engineers, United States Army, until aresponsible
sponsoring agency furnished the United States of America written assurances that it will perform
the local cooperation required by law:

SECTION 1. That, in consideration of the construction at federal expense by the Corps of
Engineers, United States Army, of flood control and drainage improvements of the Obion and
Forked Deer Rivers and their tributaries, in the Counties of Obion, Weakley, Gibson, Dyer,
Crockett, Lauderdale, Haywood, and Madison, substantially in accordance with the reports of the
Chief of Engineers, United States Army, House Document No. 757, 79th Congress, Second Session,
and House Document No. 627, 80th Congress, Second Session, as authorized by Public Law 526,
79th Congress, Second Session, and Public Law 858, 80th Congress, Second Session, the State of
Tennesseg, through its Obion-Forked Deer Basin Authority, beauthorized and empowered to defray
the cost of the alteration of existing highway bridgesin Dyer and Lauderdale Counties required by
such improvements, to acquire and furnish without cost to the United States of Americaall lands,
easements, and rights of way required for construction of such improvements, and to maintain all
such works after completion; and to execute and furnish to the United States of America written
assurances that it will perform the aforesaid acts of local cooperation; and that the State of
Tennesseg, acting by and through the Governor and the Obion-Forked Deer River Basin Authority,
be authorized and empowered to execute and furnish to the United States of America written
assurances that it will hold and save the United States of Americafree from any damages that may
result from any special construction, without cost to the Tennessee Game and Fish Commission, by
way of continuous spoil banks, culverts, locks and/or other structures under contracts let by the
Corpsof Engineers, United StatesArmy, along theimproved channel s of the Obion and Forked Deer
Rivers and/or the tributaries thereof over, across or along the boundary of any tract of land owned
by or leased to the Tennessee Game and Fish Commission designed to permit the control and/or
regulation of the water level on said land in its use as a public hunting area and/or agame refuge or
sanctuary.

As amended by: Public Acts of 1963, Chapter 149
Public Acts of 1974, Chapter 415.

SECTION 2. That the State of Tennessee, through its Obion-Forked Deer Basin Authority,
acting through and in conjunction with the Counties in which such improvements are to be
constructed, shall be authorized and empowered to acquire and furnish the lands, easements and
rights of way required for suchwork. To thisend, the power of eminent domainis hereby conferred
upon the state and the counties in which such improvements shall be constructed for the purpose of
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acquiring such lands, easements and rights of way as may be deemed necessary for the purposes of
this Chapter. The general statutes relating to the acquisition of lands for works of internal
improvement shall be applicable both asto the bringing of condemnation actions and the remedies
of property owners. The countiesinwhich suchimprovementsareto be made shall be charged with
the responsibility of acquiring the necessary lands, easements and rights of way either by gift,
purchase or condemnation. The cost of any such lands, easements and rights of way through
purchase or condemnation shall be paid by the State of Tennessee. All other expenseincident to the
cost of acquisition of such lands, easements and rights of way, including title or abstract work,
appraisal fees, attorney fees and court costs, shall be borne by the county in which the required
lands, easements and rights of way are located. Inthe event any County fails or refuses to acquire
such necessary lands, easements and rights of way, the State, through the Obion-Forked Deer Basin
Authority, shall acquire the same, either by purchase, gift or condemnation, and such County shall
beliablefor and shall reimburse the State for all expensesincurred in the acquisition of such lands,
easements and right of way, except the cost or purchase price of the lands, easements and rights of
way themselves.

The state shall be primarily liable for the purchase price of such lands as may be needed for
such improvements but suits by property owners for any taking without compensation shall be
brought against the county, and the state's Obion-Forked Deer River Basin Authority shall reimburse
the county for any final judgment rendered against it. Inaddition, it shall bethe duty of the counties
to defend such suits, but the commissioner may defend such suits if the counties fail or refuse to
defend them, and the counties shall reimburse the Obion-Forked Deer Basin Authority for all
expenses, including attorney's fees, in defending such suits.

As amended by: Public Acts of 1974, Chapter 415.
COMPILER'S NOTE: The 1974 amendment deleted references to the state department of

highways, but the reference to the "commissioner” contained in the second paragraph of Section 2
remains, probably in error.

SECTION 3. That drainage and levee districts which presently own any property interests
or rights of way required for such improvements are hereby authorized, empowered and directed to
transfer and convey such property interests or rights of way to the State of Tennessee for the
purposes of this Chapter upon the request of the Obion-Forked Deer Basin Authority.

As amended by: Public Acts of 1974, Chapter 415.

SECTION 4. That the State of Tennessee through its Obion-Forked Deer Basin Authority
beand it ishereby authorized, empowered and directed to maintain all such worksupon completion,
in which maintenance the Obion-Forked Deer Basin Authority shall use prison labor wherever
possible. The Commissioner of the Department of Corrections shall make available prison labor for
such purposes and shall furnish such guards and transportation as may be necessary in connection
with such maintenance work.

As amended by: Public Acts of 1974, Chapter 415.

SECTION 5. That the Obion-Forked Deer Basin Authority and the counties affected be and
they are hereby authorized to expend their funds for the acquisition of the necessary rights of way
for such channel improvement and to properly maintain the completed improvements.

As amended by: Public Acts of 1974, Chapter 415.

SECTION 6. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare
requiring it.

Passed: March 11, 1959.
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ADMINISTRATION

OBION AND FORKED DEER RIVER

FLOOD CONTROL AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

Most of the laws governing the Obion-Forked Deer River basin are codified at T.C.A. §
64-1-401 through -412. The Obion-Forked Deer Basin Authority was established by T.C.A. §64-1-
401 to develop the water and related land resources of the Obion-Forked Deer Basin. Public Acts
of 1959, Chapter 129 (reproduced hereinabove), is a special uncodified act in which the State of
Tennessee assumed certain continuing obligations respecting flood control and drainage
improvements in the Obion-Forked Deer Basin, in consideration of the construction of
improvements at federal expense.

The following acts, which were not codified, once affected flood control and drainage
improvements in the Obion and Forked Deer River basin, and are included herein for historical
purposes.

1 Public Actsof 1972, Chapter 807, added anew section to Public Actsof 1959, Chapter 129,
providing the department of agriculture with concurrent authority and responsibility for
maintenance of completed channel improvements for the Obion and Forked Deer Rivers.
This act was repealed twice, first by Public Acts of 1973, Chapter 38, and again when the
1973 act was repealed by Public Acts of 1974, Chapter 415.

2. Public Acts of 1973, Chapter 38, amended Public Acts of 1959, Chapter 129, and Public
Acts of 1963, Chapter 149, to transfer the authority and responsibility for the flood control
and drainage improvements for the Obion and Forked Deer Rivers from the department of
highwaysand public worksto the department of agriculture. Thisact wasrepealed by Public
Acts of 1974, Chapter 415.
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ADMINISTRATION

FLOOD CONTROL AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

REELFOOT RUNNING BAYOU

PUBLIC ACTS OF 1955
CHAPTER 133

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States has authorized the Corps of Engineers, U.
S. Army, to dredge Reelfoot Running Bayou from its mouth at or near the Obion River to where
State Highway 21 and 22 cross the same; and

WHEREAS, The maintenance of said work and the replacement of said bridges across said
stream constitute an integral part of the consideration for such dredging;

Now, therefore, SECTION 1. That in consideration of the United States Corps of Engineers
dredging the stream above mentioned asaf oresaid, the State of Tennessee, throughits Obion-Forked
Deer Basin Authority, shall maintain such dredging after the conclusion of the original performance
thereof in as reasonably good condition as it exists at the completion of such original dredging
operation, and shall likewise assume full responsibility for costs of repairing, maintaining, and
relocating any or all bridges across such stream, replacement of which is occasioned by the work
herein contemplated and such Obion-Forked Deer Basin Authority shall likewise save and hold
harmless the United States Corps of Engineers from any and all damages occasioned by such
dredging operation. In case the procurement of rights of way for such operation shall be required,
such right of way shall be procured by the County in which the land taken shall lie and such County
shall bevested with the power of eminent domain for such purpose. Any damage occasioned by the
exercise of the power of eminent domain shall be a charge against the general fund of the County
instituting such proceeding and shall be paid therefrom.

As amended by: Public Acts of 1973, Chapter 38, Page 93
Public Acts of 1974, Chapter 415, Page 12.

SECTION 2. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare
requiring it.

Passed: March 3, 1955

COMPILER'S NOTE: Thisis a "Special" Public Act and is not printed in Tennessee Code
Annotated.
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ADMINISTRATION

FLOOD CONTROL - DRAINAGE

The acts listed below have been an integral part of this subject in the past years as related

to Obion County but all have been superseded or repealed, so that they are no longer in effect.

1.

Acts of 1851-52, Chapter 247, Page 405, authorized the Trustees of Weakley and Obion
Counties to withdraw from the Trenton branch of the Bank of Tennessee the unexpended
balance of the fund appropriated for the improvement of the Obion rivers within the limits
of said counties. The County Court could expend these monies on the improvement or
construction of roads, bridges, causeways or public buildings.

Acts of 1911, Chapter 528, Page 1589, granted the consent and permission of the State to
any reclamation, drainage, or improvement district to make any changes and alterationsin
the channel sof Obion River anditstributariesin Obion County for the purpose of reclaiming
the lowlands and |ands subject to flooding.
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ADMINISTRATION

LAND

PUBLIC ACTS OF 1965
CHAPTER 46

WHEREAS, The old Armory of the Statelocated on West Main Street inthe Town of Union
City, Obion County, Tennessee, isno longer needed and required for the purposes for which it was
erected and has been superseded by anew and larger State Armory in said City and County; and

WHEREAS, The land upon which the old Armory is located was originally paid for by
Obion County and the City of Union City and given to the State; and

WHEREAS, Obion County and Union City are willing and desirous of acquiring the same
for public uses and the general benefit and welfare of the inhabitants thereof, including, among
others, the conduct of a County Fair by and through a general Fair Association or otherwise; and

WHEREAS, The State will save the expense and cost of maintaining the old Armory by
disposing of the same; now, therefore,

SECTION 1. That the State divest itself of the property heretofore and now known as the
"Armory" onWest Main Street in Union City, Tennessee, and convey the sameto Obion County and
the City of Union City as tenants in common.

SECTION 2. That the Governor of the State of Tennessee and the Attorney General of the
State be and they are hereby authorized, empowered and directed to execute and deliver on behal f
of the State to said County and City, in consideration of the premises and a nominal consideration
of Five and no/100 Dollars ($5.00) a deed of conveyance to said old Armory and the land upon
which it islocated presently described as follows, to wit:

Being in three (3) tracts or lots bounded on the north by the property of the City of Union
City; onthe south by West Main Street; on the east by Sam Davisand Tennessee Gas Company; and
on the west by the City of Union City and James W. Wilson and more particularly described as
follows:

"Lot #1 - Beginning at a stake 50 feet west of the southwest corner of the Dr. O. B.
Neely property where the said Neely conducts an animal clinic, an in the north line of West
Main Street; runs thence west with the north boundary line of West Main Street 49 feet,
more or less, to a stake in the east margin of a 20 foot alley; thence north with the east line
said alley 112 feet, more or less, to a stake in the south boundary line of the baseball park
known as Turner Field and owned by the town of Union City; thence east with the south
margin of said Turner Field and the property of the Tennessee Gas Company 49 feet, more
or less, to an iron stake; thence south with the west line of M. R. Powell property 112 feet,
more or less, to the point of beginning.

"Lot #2 - Beginning at a stake in the north margin of West Main Street at a point
whereit intersectswith the west line of a20 foot alley, being 119 feet west of the southwest
corner of the above mentioned O. B. Neely animal clinic property; runsthence west with the
north margin of West Main Street 19 feet to a stake; thence north 112 feet, more or less, to
the south line of Turner Field; thence east with the south line of Turner Field 19 feet to a
stakeinthewest margin of said 20 foot alley; thence south 112 feet more or less, to the point
of beginning.
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EASEMENT

Also an easement to light and air in, to and over astrip of land fronting five (5) feet on West
Main Street and running back between parallel lines 112 feet, more or less, to the south line of
Turner Field, and being astrip five (5) feet wide off of the west side of the original lot of which Lot
#2isapart. The purpose of thiseasement isto secureto the State of Tennessee an easement to light
and air over said five foot strip of land and also to be kept open by usin order to afford us and our
successors in title light and air, since it is the purpose of the State of Tennessee to construct an
Armory upon the property herein conveyed, aswell as upon other property to be acquired from the
Corporation of Union City and the Tennessee Gas Company.

Now, asafurther consideration for this conveyance, in the construction of said Armory, the
south wall thereof shall be not less than fifteen (15) feet from the north margin of the side-walk as
the same now exists, to the end that the line of said Armory building will be in line with the
structures on the property which we now own, and lying adjacent to the property herein conveyed,
and just west of the five foot strip of land above referred to. Should we or our successors in title
hereafter alter the present structures, or build any structures on the property west of the property
herein conveyed extending to the north margin of the street or side-walk line, then in that event the
sameright is hereby granted and given to the State of Tennessee and its successorsintitle. I1n other
words, the State of Tennessee shall havetheright to build asnear to the side-walk line aswe, or our
successorsin title, shal build.

"Lot #3 - Beginning in the most southern southeast corner of Turner Field at arock
fencein M. R. Powell's north line, running thence east with Powell's north line 36 feet to an
iron stake, thence north 57.25 feet to arock fence, the same being in the east line of Turner
Field, thence in a southwesterly direction with said rock fence and along the east boundary
line of Turner Field 67.63 feet to the point of beginning.”

Said L ots#1 and #2 being the same property conveyed to the State of Tennesseeby Marshall
R. Powell, et al. by deed of record in deed book 10-W, Page 195, Register's Office of Obion County
and Lot #3 being the same property conveyed to the State of Tennessee by the Tennessee Gas
Company by deed of record in deed book 10-W, page 286, Register's Office of Obion County,
Tennessee.

SECTION 3. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare
requiring it.

Passed: February 16, 1965.

COMPILER'S NOTE: Thisisa"Specia" Public Act and does not appear in Tennessee Code
Annotated.
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ADMINISTRATION

NORTHWEST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

PUBLIC ACTS OF 1967
CHAPTER 345

SECTION 1. That it is hereby created and established the Northwest Tennessee
Development Agency, being a public body corporate and politic, and for the purpose of thisAct it
will be hereinafter referred to as the "Agency."

The Agency is created for the purpose of developing and effectuating plans and programs
for comprehensive development, including the control and devel opment of the water resources of
the Big Sandy River, West Sandy Creek, Middle Fork of the Obion River, the combined Middle
Fork and South Fork of the Obion River from that point of confluence to the point of confluence
with the Rutherford Fork of the Obion River, the Middle Fork, South Fork, and Rutherford Fork of
the Obion River from the points of their confluence to their subsequent confluence with the North
Fork of the Obion River, and of the Obion River proper from such point of confluence with the
Mississippi River, located in Benton, Henry, Obion, and Dyer Counties, Tennessee, and for the
purpose of planning, developing, and constructing a fresh water canal, with the necessary lakes,
locks, and damsin the watershed of and along the waters of the aforesaid rivers and creeks, and for
the purpose of integrating plans, programs, and devel opment activitieswith the overal | development
of the area described.

SECTION 2. That the organization of the Agency shall be asfollows:

(1) The Agency shall be governed by a Board of Directors consisting of eleven (11)
members.

(2) The Quarterly County Court of each of the above-named counties shall nominate by
majority vote two (2) candidates for each directorship from the county. Candidates shall include
persons active in municipal, industrial, agricultural, commercial, and citizen organizations, such as
the Northwest Tennessee Development Agency, active in promoting comprehensive unified
development of the resources and economic growth of the watershed area of the aforesaid rivers,
creeks, andtributaries. The presiding officer of the governing body of each county shall certify such
nominations to the Governor, who shall appoint from the nominations from each county one from
each group of the two (2) nominated for each directorship. From the above, the Governor shall
appoint one for aterm of two years, onefor aterm of four years, onefor aterm of six years, and one
for aterm of eight years. However, such terms shall continue in al event until successors are
appointed. Successors shall be appointed for terms of eight years. In the event of avacancy on the
Board, the Governor shall appoint a successor for the remainder of the unexpired term.

(3) The Governor shall appoint aresident of one of the aforesaid counties as the eleventh
(11) Director, to serve as such Director during the Governor's term of office.

(4) The County Judges of Benton, Henry, Weakley, Obion, and Dyer Counties shall be
ex-officio members of such Board of Directors.

(5) The situs and place of business of the body corporate and politic, or Agency, herein
created, shall be at Dresden, in Weakley County, Tennessee.

(6) Upon the completion of its membership, the appointees and those designated as
ex-officio members shall meet and organize at Dresden, Tennessee, electing a Chairman,
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Vice-Chairman, and Secretary-Treasurer, and set a regular time and place for the meetings of the

Board.

(7) Directorsshall serve without compensation, except reimbursement for actual traveling

expenses and other necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties, such
expenses to be reimbursed from such funds as may be available to the Agency.

SECTION 3. That the powers, duties, and functions of the Agency shall be asfollows:
D Generd

(a) Perpetual succession in corporate name.

(b) Sue and be sued in corporate name.

(c) Adopt, use, and alter a corporate seal, which shall be judicially noticed.

(d) Enter into such contract and cooperative agreementswith the Federal, State, and
local governments, with agencies of such governments, with agencies of such governments,
with privateindividual s, corporations, associations, and any other organi zationsasthe Board
may deem necessary or convenient to enable it to carry out the purpose of this Act.

(e) Adopt, amend, and repeal by-laws.

(f) Appoint such managers, officers, employees, attorneys, and agents asthe Board
deems necessary for the transaction of its business, fix their compensation, define their
duties, require bonds of such of them as the Board may determine. Salary of any such
employees may be paid out of such funds as may be available to the Agency from any
source.

(2 Formulation and Execution of Development Plans
The Agency is authorized to:

() Investigate the resources of the watershed areas of the Big Sandy River, West
Sandy Creek, Middle Fork of the Obion River, the combined Middle Fork and South Fork
of the Obion River from their point of confluence to the point of confluence with the
Rutherford Fork of the Obion River, the Middle Fork, South Fork, and Rutherford Fork of
the Obion River from the point of their confluence to their confluence with the North Fork
of the Obion River, and of the Obion River proper from such point to the point of its
confluence with the Mississippi River, and determine the requirements for their full
development, and for the control and devel opment of the watershed areasthereof, including,
but not limited to, the building and constructing of a fresh water canal for the purpose of
water transportation between the Tennessee and Mississippi Rivers, and for the further
purpose of furnishing large quantities of water for manufacturing and industrial purposes,
and for the better development of the economy of the general area.

(b) Develop and carry out a unified comprehensive program of resource
development for the economic growth of thearea. These plans shall be consistent with plans
for state-wide economic development.

(c) Inmaking suchinvestigationsand informul ating devel opment plans, to seek and
utilize the assistance of appropriate Federal, State, and local agenciesand of private citizens
and citizen organizationsinterested in the conservation and devel opment of the resources of
the area.
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(d) Provide, develop, and help as appropriate the needed and feasible cooperative
arrangements for the construction of water control structures, channel improvements, and
facilities for navigation, drainage, irrigation, water conservation and supply, industrial
development, recreation, and land improvement asa part of itscomprehensive plansand, in
aid of such activities, to accept |loansand grants, or other assistance, from Federal, State, and
local governments, or from the agencies of such governments.

(e) Arrange with any city, county, municipality, or supplier of utilities for the
abandonment, relocation, or other adjustment of roads, highways, bridges, and utility lines.

(f) To particularly arrange and develop plans with the Corps of Engineers of the
United States Army, Department of Defense, for the surveying, locating, and constructing
of a navigable canal, on and along the aforesaid rivers and creeks, from the confluence of
the Big Sandy River with the Tennessee River, over, through, and along the waters of the
Big Sandy River, West Sandy Creek, Middle Fork of Obion River, and the combined waters
of theMiddle Fork, South Fork, Rutherford Fork of the Obion River to their confluencewith
the North Fork of the Obion River, and the Obion River proper to its confluence with the
Mississippi River, so asto afford opportunity for the economic development of such areas.

(g) Toarrange, develop, and make all necessary contracts and agreementswith the
Middle Fork Obion River Watershed District, of Henry and Weakley Counties, Tennessee,
and with any and all other watershed districts within the aforesaid areas, or that may
hereafter be created within such areas, or created on atributary of any of the streams, herein
above set out, which might be affected by the projects contemplated for this Agency.

3 Land Acquisition:

(a) Toacquireby purchase, lease, gift, or inany manner other than by condemnation,
property of any kind, real, personal, or mixed, or any interest therein, which the Board deems
necessary or convenient to the exercise of its powersor functions, provided, that acquisition
by condemnation shall belimited toland, rightsinland, including | easeholds and easements,
and water rights, in, on, and adjacent to the watershed areas of the above-named rivers,
streams, and creeks, that the Board deems to be necessary to the control and optimum
development of the aforesaid rivers, streams, and creeks and their tributaries. The amount
and character of interest in land, rights in land, water rights to be acquired within any of
these boundaries shall be determined by the Board of Directors and its determination shall
be conclusive. The Agency's power of eminent domain may be exercised under Sections
23-1401 through 23-1425, Tennessee Code Annotated and any amendments thereto, or
pursuant to any other applicable statutory provisions, now in force or hereafter enacted, for
the exercise of the power of eminent domain; provided, that where condemnation
proceedings become necessary the Court in which any such proceedingsarefiled shall, upon
application of the Agency, and upon posting of a bond with the Clerk of the Court in such
amount asthe Court may deem commensurate with the value of the property, order that writ
of possession shall issue immediately or as soon, and upon such terms as the Court in its
discretion may deem proper and just. The Agency is exclusively authorized to acquire by
condemnation or otherwise and hold for resale to private or other industrial organizations
waterfront |and that it determinesto be suitablefor industrial or other appropriately planned
uses, and such acquisition is hereby declared to be for the public purposes of the State's
industrial development and for the increase of industrial development opportunities.

4 Management and Operation:

() Enter into contracts with municipalities, corporations, or other public agencies,
or political subdivisions of any kind, or with others for the sale of water for municipal,
domestic, agricultural, or industrial use of or any other services, facilities, or commodities
that the Agency may bein position to supply.
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(b) Develop reservoirsand shorelinelandsfor recreational use and providefor their
operation for this purpose directly or by concessionaires, lessees, or vendees, or shoreline
lands.

(c) Sell or lease shoreline lands acquired in connection with the devel opment of the
watershed areas of theabove-namedrivers, streams, and creeksor thetributariesthereof, and
included within the areasuitable to be devel oped by the Agency, for uses consistent with the
Agency's devel opment plan and subject to such restrictions as the Agency deems necessary
for reservoir protection and to such requirements asto: (1) character of improvements and
activities, and (2) time within which such improvements or activities shall be undertaken as
the Agency deems appropriate to its overall development plan.

(d) Acquire or operate shoreline lands of reservoirs owned by the United States of
America as the agent of the Federal agency having custody and control thereof under
appropriate agreements with such agencies.

(e) Acquire, construct, or operate such other facilities or works of improvement as
are necessary to effectuate the plans for comprehensive development of the area.

(f) Toenter into contracts and agreementswith The Tennessee Valley Authority, an
agency of the United States Government, for the purpose of constructing facilitiesand works
within the area embraced in this Act, including, but not limited to, the development of
hydroel ectric dams for the purpose of manufacturing electrical power.

SECTION 4. That the Agency shall be authorized and have the authority with respect to
finances as follows:

D Financing

(&) Issue its bonds from time to time in an amount not to exceed a total of Ten
Million Dallars ($10,000,000) for the purpose of paying in whole or in part the cost of the
acquisition of necessary land or interstate therein and the development of the resources of
the above-named rivers, streams, and creeks, and expenses incidental thereto;

(b) Secure such bonds by a pledge of all of any of the revenues which may not or
hereafter come to the Agency from any source, by a mortgage or deed of trust of the
Agency's land or any part thereof, or by a combination of the two; and

(c) May make such contracts in the issuance of such bonds as may be necessary to
assure the marketability thereof.

SECTION 5. That the various counties, towns, and incorporated municipalities within the
five above-named counties sought to be improved by this Act:

Q) To contribute to the work of the Agency any amount or amounts of money that their
respectivegoverning bodies, actingintheir solediscretion, shall approveto be paid fromthegeneral
fund of the respective county or city. Quarterly County Courts and governing bodies of such cities
or towns shall be empowered to levy and collect ad valorem taxes for such purposes, which are
hereby declared to be for municipal and county public purposes.

(2 To issue their bonds as provided for counties in Sections 5-1101 through 5-1125,
Tennessee Code Annotated, and for municipalities in Sections 6-1601 through 6-1632, Tennessee
Code Annotated, to obtain funds for the financing of public works by the Agency, or to secure
advances made by Federal agenciesfor the construction of public worksin the above-named rivers,
streams, and creeks pursuant to cooperative agreements with the Agency.
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SECTION 6. That the Board of Directors of the Agency shall report annualy to the
Governor of the State of Tennessee and shall likewisereport annually to the governing bodies of the
various Counties, towns, and incorporated municipalities of the area. Such reports shall include
statement of financial receipts and expenditures, and a summary of all activities and
accomplishments for the period and proposed plans for the next year.

SECTION 7. That all agenciesof the State of Tennessee are hereby authorized and directed
to extend their cooperation and lend assi stance to the Agency in theformulation and implementation
of a development program.

SECTION 8. That for purpose of coordinating its activitieswith the needs and undertakings
of other local organizations and groups, the Board of Directors may establish an advisory board
consisting of the Chairman of the Agency Board (who shall be chairman of the Advisory Board),
and of sufficient membersto represent adequately so far aspossibleindustry, commerce, agriculture,
the general public, any officia planning and developmental bodies in the locality, and organized
citizen groups working for the development of the aforesaid rivers, streams, creeks, and tributaries.

SECTION 9. That thereishereby appropriated out of the Treasury of the State of Tennessee
to the Agency created by this Act, the sum of Ten Thousand and no/100 Dollars ($10,000.00) for
the purpose of aiding in the organization and development of the programs initiated and proposed
by the Board of Directors of the Agency, and particularly to promote the building of afresh water
transportation canal, including lock and dams, as defined and set forth in this Act, by the Corps of
Engineers, United States Army, Department of Defense, and of the building and construction of
dams, reservoirs, and other necessary facilities for the production of hydroelectric power by the
Corps of Engineers, The Tennessee Valley Authority, or any other agency of the Federa
Government, or of the State of Tennessee, under the authority of the "State Rural Electrification
Authority Law," the same being Sections 65-2301 through 65-2323, Tennessee Code Annotated, or
the Tennessee Rural Electrification Authority, when and if organized by authority of Sections
65-2301 through 65-2323, Tennessee Code Annotated, provided, however, that thefundsor portions
thereof, so appropriated, shall be paid out only upon a voucher approved by the member of the
Board of Directorsappointed by the Governor under thetermsof thisAct and subject to theapproval
of the Governor.

SECTION 10. That if any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, or any part of this Act shall
be held or declared to be unconstitutional and void, it shall not affect the remaining part or parts of
thisAct, it being hereby declared to bethelegislativeintent to have passed the remainder of thisAct
notwithstanding the part held to be invalid, if any.

SECTION 11. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare
requiring it.

Passed: May 25, 1967.

COMPILER'SNOTE: Thisisa"Specia" Public Act and is not printed in the Tennessee Code
Annotated.
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ADMINISTRATION

PURCHASING

The laws regarding purchasing for county governments are not uniform and several options
exist. The county education department has its own purchasing law (T.C.A. § 49-2-203(A)(4)), but
this law is superseded in those counties that adopt the statutes of the optional County Financial
Management System of 1981. T.C.A. § 5-21-106 et seq. Further, in counties that have adopted the
County Purchasing Law of 1957, another optional general law, the county board of education may
or may not use the central county purchasing system depending upon the approval of the state
commissioner of education. T.C.A. § 5-14-115.

The County Uniform Highway Law, at T.C.A. § 54-7-113, provides a purchasing law for the
county highway department when purchasing for the department is not governed by private act or
when the county has not adopted either the County Purchasing Law of 1957 or the County Financial
Management System of 1981. Nevertheless, even where private acts generally govern the purchases
of the county highway department, purchases of less than $5,000 do not have to be publicly
advertised and competitively bid. The purchasing provisions of the County Uniform Highway Law
do not apply to Shelby, Davidson, Knox, and Hamilton counties.

Purchases from the general fund are governed by the County Purchasing Law of 1983,
T.C.A. § 5-14-201 et seq., unless the county operates under a county or metropolitan government
charter, or has adopted the County Financial Management System of 1981 or the County Purchasing
Law of 1957. Also, this general law does not apply to counties with private acts if the private act
provides for public advertising and competitive bidding for purchases over $5,000 or a lesser
amount.

The County Purchasing Law of 1957, found in T.C.A. §§ 5-14-101 through 5-14-116, may
be adopted by the voters in a referendum or by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the county legislative body.
This act is one of the three companion Fiscal Control Acts of 1957. Under this act the county
executive appoints a purchasing agent subject to the approval of the county legislative body. T.C.A.
§ 5-14-103. The purchasing agent must be qualified by training and experience to perform the
required duties. T.C.A. § 5-14-103.

The person appointed as purchasing agent must have a corporate surety bond of not less than
$10,000 nor more than $25,000. The salary is not to be in excess of other county officials as
prescribed in T.C.A. §§ 8-24-101 and 8-24-102. T.C.A. § 5-14-103(b). The director of accounts
and budgets also serves as the purchasing agent in some counties. The primary duties of the
purchasing agent are to: (1) purchase all supplies, materials, equipment and contractual services,
(2) arrange for rental of all machinery, buildings and equipment, (3) transfer materials, supplies and
equipment between county departments, and (4) supervise the central storeroom. T.C.A. § 5-14-105

et seq.

The County Financial Management System of 1981 is found in T.C.A. §§ 5-21-101 through
5-21-129. This law provides for the consolidation and establishment of a financial management
system for all county funds operated through the county trustee, including purchasing. The system
1s similar in scope to the 1957 acts; however, under this act the county operates under one act rather
than three. This system must be approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the county legislative body
or a majority of the voters in order to be effective in any county. T.C.A. § 5-21-126.

Under the County Financial Management System of 1981, a finance department is created
to administer the finances of the county and all funds handled by the county trustee, in conformity
with generally accepted principles of governmental accounting and rules and regulations established
by the state comptroller of the treasury and state commissioner of education. T.C.A. § 5-21-103.
Unlike the 1957 laws, school funds are managed under this system just like all other county funds.
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The commissioner of education may remove the school department from the system if records are
not maintained properly and timely. T.C.A. § 5-21-124.

The County Purchasing Law of 1983, T.C.A. § 5-14-201 et seq., applies to purchases by
authorized officials using county funds, except that it does not apply to purchases from county
highway funds, county education funds, or purchases by counties that have adopted the County
Purchasing Law of 1957 or the County Financial Management System of 1981. Neither does this
act apply in counties operating under a county or metropolitan government charter. Furthermore,
the act does not apply to counties with private acts if the private act provides for public advertising
and competitive bidding for purchases in excess of $5,000 or a lesser amount as established by the
private act.

Tennessee Code Annotated § 5-14-204 requires that all purchases and leases or
lease-purchase agreements made under the County Purchasing Law of 1983 shall be made or entered
into only after public advertisement and competitive bidding, except for (1) purchases costing less
than $5,000, (2) goods or services which may not be procured by competitive means because of the
existence of a single source or because of a proprietary product, (3) supplies, materials or equipment
needed in an emergency situation, subject to reporting requirements of the county legislative body
and the county executive, (4) leases or lease-purchase agreements requiring payments of less than
$5,000 per year, and (5) fuel and fuel products purchased in the open market by governmental
bodies. County legislative bodies may lower the dollar amount required in this act and may also
adopt regulations providing procedures for implementing this act.

Counties with populations over 150,000 are authorized to make purchases under $10,000
without competitive bids or proposals, but these counties may retain their present competitive
bidding requirements or establish different limits by private act or charter provision. T.C.A. § 12-3-
1007.

County governments may use pricing discounts obtained by the National Association of
Counties (NACo) Purchasing Alliance by considering the NACo price in the same manner as a
formal bid or informal quotation under the county’s bidding laws. T.C.A. § 12-3-1008. The
Tennessee Department of General Services (TDGS) may upon request, purchase supplies and
equipment for any county. Counties, without public advertisement and competitive bidding, may
purchase under the provisions of contracts or price agreements entered into by TDGS. Also, county
governments may purchase goods, except motor vehicles, under federal General Services
Administration (GSA) contracts, to the extent permitted by federal law or regulations. T.C.A. § 12-
3-1001.

Counties are authorized to distribute and receive bids, proposals and other offers
electronically, but are prohibited from requiring small or minority owned businesses to receive or
respond electronically. T.C.A. § 12-3-704.
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ADMINISTRATION

REPEALED ACTS

PRIVATE ACTS OF 1979
CHAPTER 81

SECTION 1. Thefollowing Private Acts applicable to and affecting Obion County solely
and alone be, and the same are hereby repealed: Chapter 161, Private Acts of 1929, which set the
compensation of the Board of Equalization; Chapter 824, Private Acts of 1929, relative to the
offense of poultry stealing; Chapter 779, Private Acts of 1933, which set the annual salary of the
County Register; Chapter 780, Private Acts of 1933, which set the annual salary of the Sheriff;
Chapter 781, Private Acts of 1933, which set the yearly compensation of the Circuit Court Clerk of
Obion County; Chapter 782, Private Acts of 1933, regulating the annual salary of the Clerk and
Master of Obion County; Chapter 783, Private Acts of 1933, regulating the salary of the County
Trustee; Chapter 785, Private Acts of 1933, which fixed the salary of the County Court Clerk;
Chapter 6, Private Acts of 1937 (Ex. Sess.) which amended the Budget System Act, Chapter 528,
Private Acts of 1937, which established a Budget System Act.

SECTION 2. ThisAct shall have no effect unlessit is approved by atwo-thirds (2/3) vote
of the Board of County Commissioners of Obion County before September 1, 1979. Its approval
or disapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding officer of the Board of County Commissioners
and certified by him to the Secretary of State.

SECTION 3. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Act, it shall
be effective upon becoming alaw, the public welfare requiring same. For all other purposes, it shall
become effective upon being approved as provided in Section 2.

Passed: April 19, 1979.
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ADMINISTRATION

GENERAL REFERENCE

The administration of county government is placed, through a coordination of duties and

responsibilities, in various elected or appointed officials, plus various boards, agencies and
commissions. For general law on county administration, see Tennessee Code Annotated, title 5
(Counties) and title 8 (Public Officers and Employees). Specific subject headingsin the combined
genera index in volumes 14, 15, and 16 of T.C.A. may be checked for other statutes relating to
county administration. Thesedutiesare summarizedinthe County Government Handbook, aCTAS
publication.

Thefollowing private or local acts constitute part of the administrative and political history

of Obion County but are today no longer operative because they have either been superseded,
repealed, or failed to receive local approval. Also referenced below are actswhich repeal prior law
without providing new substantive provisions.

1.

Acts of 1823, Chapter 206, Page 184, appointed Abram Maury, William Hall, James
Fentress, and Benjamin Reynolds as Commissioners to select a site for the permanent seat
of Justice in the Counties of Weakley, Gibson, McNairy, Dyer, Hardeman, Obion, Tipton,
and Haywood, the said seat of justiceto be as near the center of the County as possible, and
authorizing fifty acresto be bought and deeded to the Commissioners on which the County
seat was to be devel oped.

Acts of 1824, Chapter 32, Page 44, appointed Robert Jetton as a Commissioner to take the
place of Abram Maury and William Hall, named in Actsof 1823, Chapter 206, who declined
to serve as Commissioners to establish the permanent County seat for several countiesin
West Tennessee, including Obion. Jetton would have and could exercise the same powers
as those granted to the origina commissioners.

Actsof 1824, Chapter 132, Section 3, Page 126, averred that the Commissioners appointed
by the Quarterly County Courts of Gibson, Dyer, Hardeman, Tipton, Fayette, Weakley,
Obion, and McNairy countiesto lay off and sell thelotsin the various county towns, should
have and exercise all the powers given to those charged with laying out the county town of
Brownsville in Haywood County. The County town in Obion County would be named
Troy.

Acts of 1827, Chapter 12, Page 10, set up a Treasury Department for the Western District
which would include the Counties of Shelby, Fayette, Hardeman, McNairy, Hardin, Perry,
Henderson, Carroll, Henry, Weakley, Obion, Dyer, Tipton, Madison, Haywood, and Gibson.
The Treasurer for the Western District would be appointed by both Houses of the General
Assembly and have an office in Jackson in Madison County to which the tax money
collected in the above referenced Counties would be brought instead of being taken to
Nashville.

Acts of 1832 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 14, Page 26, authorized the Counties of Henry, Carroll,
Gibson, Weakley, Obion, and Dyer at any meeting of their respective Quarterly Courts to
appoint a Board of Commissioners of Internal Improvement for their Counties.

Actsof 1833, Chapter 34, Page 30, established the Planters Bank of Tennessee at Nashville.
In Obion County stock subscriptionswould betakeninthe City of Troy, and the Supervisors
named in the Act were Benjamin Totten, James H. Davis, Andrew Harris, and John B.
Hubbard.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 229, Page 334, named Henry J. P. Westbrook, James Harper,
James M. Hunter, who were all residents of Obion County, and others, who were named,
from Weakley County, Gibson County, Dyer County, and Carroll County, al of whomwere
to compose a Board of Internal Improvement for their combined Counties to improve
navigation on the Obion River. The Board would receive a portion of the proceeds of a
$100,000 state bond issue.

Actsof 1842 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 4, Page 22, appointed various Commissionersto oversee
the improvements being made on several West Tennessee rivers. Hiram Partee, Alfred
Gardner, Abner Boyd, George W. Merriwether, and Joseph T. Dudley, were appointed a
Board of Commissionersto superintend the improvement of navigation on the Obion River.

Acts of 1845-46, Chapter 130, Section 9, Page 204, made it the duty and responsibility of
the Board of Commissioners for the improvement of the navigation on the Obion River to
examinethelock built by M. L. Lockridge on the north fork of the Obion River, and to draw
a check in the amount of $200 on the State Bank at Trenton for the compensation of
Lockridge, if the lock is satisfactory.

Actsof 1847-48, Chapter 192, Page 324, provided that the Counties of Obion and Henderson
would each have a Director in the Branch of the Bank of Tennessee located at Trenton in
Gibson County.

Acts of 1853-54, Chapter 173, Page 242, repealed all laws declaring the Rutherford's fork
of Obion River to be navigable above A. Keatley's mill and which required Keatley and
other owning mills above that point to keep in good repair all the locks and dams situated
intheriver.

Acts of 1857-58, Chapter 168, Section 2, Page 399, required the Secretary of State of
Tennessee to furnish two additional copies of the Acts of the present session and of the
Tennessee Revised Code to Obion County.

Actsof 1866-67, Resolution No. 73, Page 293, stated that certain murders and outrages had
been committed in Obion County believed to be an attempt to drive out the "Radical Union
Men" of the County. This resolution directed that a special committee be appointed to
investigate and report back to the General Assembly.

Actsof 1869-70, Chapter 51, Page 65, required that the Revenue Collector of Obion County
should also make hisreport for the non-payment of taxesto the Circuit Court Clerk at Troy.

Acts of 1889, Chapter 3, Page 8, stated that the county seat of Obion County could be
removed from Troy to Union City, provided that amgjority of the people vote affirmatively
for the move.

Acts of 1897, Chapter 124, Page 282, set the salary for county officials according to the
population of the County in which they held office. All officialswould be deprived of their
fees which would be paid over to the County and a sworn, itemized statement must be filed
with the County Judge, or chairman, each month accounting for the fees collected in the
office. ThisAct wasdeclared unconstitutional in Weaver v. Davidson County, 104 Tn. 315,
59 SW. 1105 (1900).

Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 53, Page 168, was the authority for the Quarterly County
Court of Obion County to adopt a Resolution to contract with the Bank making the highest
and best bid to pay interest on the monthly balances on deposit therein, said bid to be
contained in a sealed envelope only to be opened in open Court. The County Trustee was
then authorized to deposit County funds therein.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

Private Acts of 1917, Chapter 453, Page 1421, permitted the Quarterly County Court of
Obion County to provide for an audit of the books and accounts of the various county
officials entrusted with County funds. The Court must appoint from among its members a
three man finance committee who would audit the said booksin July and August, 1918, and
every two years thereafter. The committee could employ an expert accountant to audit the
books of the officials, and, should anyone come up short, he and his bondsman would pay
the expense of the audit.

Private Acts of 1917, Chapter 454, Page 1422, amended Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 53,
Section 6, by requiring the Trusteeto credit the County general fund with any interest earned
on the deposit of County funds in the Bank, rather than credit it to the fund specifically on
deposit.

Private Acts of 1923, Chapter 103, Page 250, provided that the Quarterly County Court of
Obion County could borrow money evidenced by thetimewarrantsof the County, with legal
interest, signed by the County Judge, or the Chairman, and the County Court Clerk, to pay
any current indebtedness, or expenses when the County funds in the treasury were not
sufficient to meet and pay the same. The warrants would be made due and payable out of
tax funds. This Act was tested in the Courts and found to be Constitutional, in the case of
the Nashville, Chattanooga and St. Louis R.R. v Obion County, 162 Tenn. 604, 39 SW2d
747 (1931).

Private Actsof 1929, Chapter 161, Page 343, provided for the salary of each member of the
County Board of Equalizersin Obion County to be $4 per day but not for morethan 15 days
inany year. Thiswas repealed by Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 81, Page 369.

Private Actsof 1931, Chapter 260, Page 702, was the authority for Obion County to expend
up to $60,000 of the funds received from the Department of Highways and Public Works
under the State Reimbursement Act which would be used to remodel and repair the County
Court house. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 107, Page 264.

Private Actsof 1935, Chapter 348, Page 775, erased all the disabilities of infancy from Miss
Ruth Lynn Hassell, of Obion County, which action would allow her to conduct business as
an adult, to execute warranty deeds and deeds of trust and to receive al moneys which may
be due her in Probate Court.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 335, Page 994, removed all the disabilities of his minority
from Marvin D. Miller, son of D. M. Miller.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 363, Page 1117, made an adult in alegal sense out of Joseph
A. Wood, of Obion County, by removing the infirmities of his minority thus rendering him
competent and legally responsible for all the actions taken in business and persona
transactions.

Private Actsof 1951, Chapter 144, Page 399, authorized the County Judge of Obion County
to appoint a Committee of four citizens to administer and control the Tom Stewart Airport
in the County. The County Judge would chair the Committee whose appointed members
would servetenyears. Any vacancy occurringwould befilled by the County Judge. Among
the powersvested in the Committee were the authority to supervise and managethe Airport,
to lease to the United States Government, or to any Agency thereof, or to any other person,
firm, or corporation, upon such terms as may be agreed upon, al the buildings, lands, or
improvements located on the Airport. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1953,
Chapter 400, Page 1352.

Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 100, Page 395, provided that any person building a new

structure or remodeling an existing one in Obion County was required to obtain a building
permit which would be issued by the Tax Assessor without a charge. Violators could be
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fined $10. ThisAct wasrejected by the Quarterly Court of Obion County and never became
an effective law.
CHAPTER Il - ANIMALSAND FISH
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ANIMALS - FISH

In Tennessee, the wildlife resources agency has exclusive jurisdiction of the duties and

functions formerly held by the game and fish commission or of any other law relating to the
management, protection, propagation, and conservation of wildlife, including hunting and fishing.
T.C.A.870-1-301. Thegenera statutes dealing with wildlife resources are found in title 70 of the
Tennessee Code Annotated.

Stock laws or fence laws were for many years a source of bitter controversy in Tennessee

counties. The genera fence law for the state is now contained in T.C.A. title 44, chapter 8.

Thefollowingisalisting of actsthat at one time affected, but no longer appear to have any

effect on, hunting, fishing or animal control in Obion County. They are included herein for
reference purposes.

1.

Actsof 1877, Chapter 145, Page 171, stated that it would be unlawful for any person other
than citizens of Obion County and L ake County to hunt, fish, or kill fowlson Reelfoot Lake
for profit, but al citizens of Tennessee could hunt, fish, and kill fowls on the said Lake for
their own use. Finesfor violation of this law ran from $50 for the first offense to $100 for
each subsequent offense which were recoverable before any Justice of the Peace, one-half
going to the person suing, and one-half going to the County Trustee. The Magistrate was
also vested with the authority to commit to jail offenders who could not pay the fine.

Acts of 1881, Chapter 135, Page 184, provided that the terms and conditions of an act to
encourage the raising of blooded stock in McNairy County, the same being Acts of 1877,
Chapter 99, should also apply to Obion County, together with al the privileges and
immunities granted therein to the McNairy County Agricultural and Mechanical Society
would likewise be given to the Southwest Kentucky and West Tennessee Agricultural and
Mechanica Society, at Union City.

Actsof 1887, Chapter 153, Page 264, repeal ed portions of the Code of Tennessee, as those
Sections were applied to Obion County and 37 other Counties so asto allow the catching of
fish with aseine in the counties listed but the prohibition against the use of explosives and
poisons to catch fish was continued in full force and effect.

Acts of 1893, Chapter 43, Page 55, made it unlawful for any person to place or to keep any
fishtrap, or fish dam, across any running stream in the counties of Gibson, Obion, Weakley,
Carroll, and Montgomery which would prevent the free passage of fish up and down the
streams. The penalties were set at no less than $25 nor more than $50 for each offense.

Actsof 1897, Chapter 183, Page 396, exempted Obion County fromthetermsand provisions
of Actsof 1895, Chapter 127, astatewidefishlaw, insofar asthat Act prohibited the catching
of fishin the ponds, lakes, or streams of the County with nets and traps, provided, however,
the nets and traps were not used in such away asto prevent the free passage of fish up and
down the streams.

Actsof 1897, Chapter 250, Page 564, declared it to be contrary to the law for any person or
persons to ship from Crockett County, Carroll County, Obion County, or Madison County,
any quail or partridges at any season of the year, or kill, catch, or trap any for the purpose
of shipment, or which would be carried out of the County in any manner. Fines for
violations ranged from $10 to $50 while imprisonment terms were placed within the
discretion of the Judge.

Actsof 1899, Chapter 289, Page 709, stated that hereafter until the 15th Day of November,
1900, it would be a misdemeanor for any person or persons to kill, or trap, any quail in
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Obion County. To do so involved the risk of being fined from $10 to $50 for each
conviction.

Acts of 1903, Chapter 128, Page 243, pronounced it to beillegal for any person to kill or
capture any bird in Obion County or Crockett County, except birds of prey, eagles, owls,
hawks, and English sparrows, for a period of two years after the passage of this Act. Fines
for violations of this act went from $1 minimum to $10 maximum for each bird killed or
captured, the money to be placed in the education fund.

Acts of 1903, Chapter 490, Page 1333, rendered it unlawful for any person to obstruct the
free passage of fish in going up or down any running stream, or body of water in Obion
County by means of any net, dam, rack, or otherwise. Finesfor offenders could be no less
than $10 which money would go to the Trustee to be placed into the common school fund.

Acts of 1913, Chapter 63, Page 257, constituted a stock law for Obion County, making it
unlawful for live stock, such as cattle, horses, mules, jacks, jennets, hogs, sheep, and goats,
torun at largein Obion County. Any owner, or custodian, who permitsthe running at large
could be fined from $2 to $5, and was further declared to be liable in any civil action for
damages which might be occasioned thereby, which would constitute a lien on the
trespassing animalsthemselves. The damaged party could take up the animals and care for
them and then add this expense to the amount of his damages for which he had alien. This
Act was not to be construed as affecting the liability of any railroad for the killing of or
injury to livestock.

Private Actsof 1917, Chapter 422, Page 1299, stated that for the next two yearsimmediately
following the passage of this Act, it would be against the law to hunt, kill, capture, trap, or
destroy in Obion County, any game bird, song bird, or bird of any description, other than
hawks, owls, and buzzards, or English sparrows; but, there shall be an open season on doves
from August 15 to September 15, and one on quail from December 1 to January 1, and the
open season on migratory birds shall be the same as those established under Federal
Regulations. Violators could be fined from $5 to $20 for each offense.

Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 360, Page 929, amended Private Acts of 1917, Chapter 422,
by changing the open season on quail from December 1 to January 1, to November 15 until
January 15, and, further, making the open season on dovesrun from July 15 until September
15 instead of from August 15 until September 15.

Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 727, Page 2229, made it lawful for any person to hunt or kill
rabbitsin the Civil District in which they reside without first obtaining alicense when local
and general game laws have otherwise been complied with.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 333, Page 989, authorized and directed the State Board of
Veterinary Examinersto issue to Raymond E. Wood of Obion County alicense to practice
veterinary medicine in Obion County's confines.

Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 486, Page 1490, recited that Ernest C. Gwaltney took a
correspondence course in veterinary medicine and has practiced that profession for over 20
years, that Gwaltney isover 21 years of age, and a person of good moral character, and that
veterinary medicine and surgery is sorely needed in Obion County. Therefore, by thisAct,
the said Ernest C. Gwaltney is authorized and licensed to practice veterinary surgery and
medicine and to treat diseases of domestic animals within the confines of Obion County.
The official Boards of the State of Tennessee shall recognize Gwaltney as such, and upon
the payment of the proper charge therefor, shall issue him alicense.



CHAPTER 11l - BOND ISSUES
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BOND ISSUES

Bond issues have been authorized by privatelegisation, but general law now has provisions
covering bond issues needed by counties. Most of the private legislation authorizing counties to
issue bonds, or to borrow money on short term notes contained similar provisions. Generally, these
common provisions concerned limitations on the rate of interest to be paid, the maximum number
of yearsfor the maturity period, and an additional tax levy for general obligation bonds, the proceeds
of which were placed in a sinking fund and used to amortize the bonds and interest over the
specified maturity period.

For many years the authority of counties to issue bonds was contained in many different
chapters of Tennessee Code Annotated. Recently, the authority to issue bonds and notes has been
consolidated in the Local Government Public Obligations Act of 1986, T.C.A. § 9-21-101 et seq.
However, the older authority to issue bonds for school purposes remainsin title 49, chapter 3 of
Tennessee Code Annotated.

A listing of the acts which authorized various bond issues for Obion County is included
below for reference purposes, although these acts are no longer current.

COURTHOUSE

1 Private Acts of 1935, Chapter 671, Page 1799, was the authority for the Obion County
Quarterly Court to issue up to $200,000 in bonds to build or repair the county court house
and to build other public buildings on the county's farm to be used in the care of charities.
The Act established a seven member Planning Commission, three of whom were to come
from the county court, two from the Bar, and two from the citizens of the County, who
would formulate all the plans for the buildings. The execution of this Act depended upon
the approval of amajority of the populace voting in areferendum on the bond issuance. In
the event the first election failed, the issue could be revived after six months has passed.

1 Private Actsof 1919, Chapter 116, Page 264, allowed a coupon bond issue by the Quarterly
Court of Obion County of up to $50,000, at an interest rate of 5%, or less, which would
mature over a period not to exceed 10 years, the proceeds of which were to be used to pay
the outstanding debts of the county which were evidenced by warrants due and unpaid at the
time these bonds were issued. The County Trustee would keep these funds in a separate
account and pay the lawful debts as demand was made. The County Judge was obligated to
keep full recordsof all pertinent transactions. Provision wasmadefor atax levy to amortize
the bond issue.

DEBTS

2. Private Acts of 1923, Chapter 103, Page 250, provided that the Quarterly County Court of
Obion County could borrow money evidenced by the time warrants of the County, with the
legal interest, signed by the County Judge, or the Chairman, and the County Court Clerk, to
pay any current indebtedness, or expenses when the County fundsin the treasury were not
sufficient to meet and pay the same. The warrants would be made due and payable out of
tax funds.

3. Private Actsof 1927, Chapter 762, Page 2487, permitted the Obion County Quarterly Court
to issue $300,000 in bonds, at an interest rate of no more than 5%, and upon a maturity
schedulelimited to 30 years, or less, to pay the floating and outstanding indebtedness of the
county, and to construct, gravel, or hand surface public roads as the court might designate
the same. The bonds could beissued in whole or in part asthe Quarterly Court saw fit. The
essential details, including the form of the bond were incorporated into the Act, which also
mandated the Quarterly Court to levy atax rate sufficient to amortize the bonds according
to the details stipulated. The Trustee was charged to handle the funds, $100,000 going to
pay debts, and the remainder for roads as the court directed. al the above was dependent
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upon the successful outcome of a referendum, whose results were to be certified to the
Quarterly Court. After six months, a petition signed by 50 voters could renew the question
if it failed initially.

Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 816, Page 2686, was the enabling legislation for the Obion
Quarterly Court to issue no more than $100,000 in interest bearing coupon notes to pay off
and liquidate outstanding debts. The interest rate could not exceed 6%, nor the date of
maturity be longer than 20 years. All the essential detailsof avalid issue were contained in
the Act, and atax ratefor the sinking fund was mandated to amortize these noteswhich were
also declared to be exempt from taxation.

Private Actsof 1931 (2nd Ex. Sess.), Chapter 92, Page 492, all owed the Obion County Court
to issue up to $100,000 in 6%, or less, bonds, maturity over a period of time not to exceed
20 years, which funds were to be used to pay the lawful debts of the county then due and
unpaid to be evidenced by proper warrant which the Trustee would cancel in the presence
of the County Judge, when the same were paid. All the routine requirements and language
of alawful bond issue were in the Act.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 115, Page 343, validated and legalized the prior action of the
Obion Quarterly Court taken in connection with the issuance of $20,000 in bonds to fund
and pay off the floating indebtedness of the County. The bondshad in interest rate of 2¥%%
and were payable semi-annually over a period of ten years. The Act ratified prior
proceedings and further required atax levy for the sinking fund to repay these bonds asthey
became due.

RAILROADS
1.

Acts of 1869-70, Chapter 55, Page 360, authorized the Obion County Quarterly Court to
issue up to $400,000 in bonds for railroad purposes at a maturity schedule not to exceed 20
years, and whose interest rate must be the legd rate or less. These funds could be used to
purchase stock in the Railroad according to the pro rata share of the railroad tract miles
located in Obion County. The Quarterly Court could fix the details and set up conditions by
Resolution but, once issued, the tax rate for amortizing the bonds must be levied. A
referendum on the bond issue was required.

S

1

ROAD

Actsof 1903, Chapter 357, Page 1081, allowed the Quarterly Court to issue bondsin blocks
of $25,000, but not to exceed $100,000 in the aggregate, as the court deemed necessary to
do the work contemplated in this Act. This Act was subject to areferendum approval by a
"For" or "Against" vote before becoming effective. The proceeds were to be used in
locating, grading, bedding, draining and macadamizing public roads as the same might be
designated by the County Court, and to build and repair bridges. The bonds could run for
thirty years at a maximum allowable interest rate of 5%. They were general obligation
bonds but the tax rate levy was not to be higher than 15 cents per $100 property evaluation.
A Highway Commission of three citizenswould exercise general supervision over theentire
project for which they could hire an engineer, contract the work out on bids, and who were
obligated to inspect the work periodically. The Trustee would handle all the funds.

Private Actsof 1915, Chapter 332, Page 1171, provided that at thefiling of apetition signed
by 50 taxpayers an election would be held in Obion County on November 6, 1915, to
ascertainthewill of the peoplein the proposed i ssuance of $800,000 in bondsfor improving
the lengthy list of roads designated in the Act. The bondswould bear interest at 5 per cent,
or less, and mature in 30 years from the date of issuance. A 40 cent per $100 of taxable
property tax levy was mandated.

Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 621, Page 1853, was the authority for the County Court of
Obion County to issue bonds up to $100,000 to help build the "Reelfoot Lake Road." The
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interest rate could not exceed 5% nor the maturity schedule be longer than 20 years. These
were to be general obligation bonds, tax free, and be used only for this purpose. All details
and atax levy for the sinking fund were specified in the Act.

Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 258, Page 894, enabled the Quarterly Court to issue
$1,000,000 in 6%, 30 year bonds, in whole or in part, as they might be needed, to build,
construct, improve, maintain or repair hard surfaced roads. The details and form of the
bonds were set out in the Act along with the tax levy mandate and a requirement that
accurate records be kept. A Board of Pike Commissioners was authorized whose
gualification and dutieswere stipulated inthe Act. A list of roadsto be paved was provided.
The Commissioners were to be paid such compensation as the Quarterly Court deemed
reasonable. All of the provisionsof thisAct were conditioned upon the approval of the bond
issuance by the votersin areferendum.

SCHOOLS

1.

Private Actsof 1925, Chapter 283, Page 1038, permitted the Obion County Quarterly Court
to issue $180,000 in bonds at an interest rate of no more than 5%, and to mature no longer
than 25 years from the date of issue. All the details of the issue and the form of the bonds
wereincorporated in the Act. These general obligation bonds wereto be kept in a” Special
School Fund" by the Trustee and expended only under the conditions stipulated. The
efficacy of the entire bond issue depended upon the approval of a majority of the votersin
areferendum held for that purpose.

Private Actsof 1925, Chapter 559, Page 2126, validated, legalized, and made binding all the
prior actions of the Quarterly Courts of Obion County and Campbell County concerning all
interest bearing county warrantsnow issued, or heretof ore authorized to beissued by thesaid
County Courts for the purpose of building and repairing Elementary and High School
Buildings, and furnishing the same.

Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 158, Page 337, was the enabling law for the Obion County
Quarterly Court to issue not over $60,000 in bonds with 5% interest, or less, and to mature
no later than 25 years from the date of issue, the proceeds of which were to be used to pay
off and discharge the outstanding debts and obligations of the county public school system.
The debts were those which were evidenced by county warrants issued before this Act and
which were then due and payable. The bondswereto bethe general obligation bonds of the
County, the details of which were prescribed in the Act and atax levy for the sinking fund
was directed to be levied by the Court in an amount sufficient to amortize the bonds.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 445, Page 1465, recited that the Quarterly Court of Obion
County on April 20, 1937, had sold $30,000 in school bonds, which were payable at therate
of $3,000 per annum for the next ten years at an interest rate of 3%. Now, the validity of
which actions some questions had been raised. This Act validated and legalized the above
mentioned bonds and all the details thereof, making them a part of the general obligations
of the County for which full faith and credit were pledged, and all the prior proceedings of
the Court in connection with the above transactions were fully ratified and confirmed as if
issued pursuant to the authority granted herein.

Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 11, Page 38, ratified, validated, confirmed, and legalized all
the prior actionstaken by the Quarterly Court of Obion County in connection with theissue
and sale of $40,000 in School Building Bonds on January 2, 1939. The bonds were issued
at an interest rate of 2%/2% and were scheduled to come due over aten year period beginning
in 1941 and ending 1950. They were classified as general obligation debts of the county
which were tax exempt. Provision for atax levy was included.
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BOUNDARIES

CREATION OF THE COUNTY

ACTSOF 1823
CHAPTER 114

SECTION 1. That anew county, to be called and known by the name of Obion County, be,
and is hereby, established, and shall be bounded asfollows: beginning on the north-west corner of
a county already laid off west of Henry County, running thence south with the west line of said
bounds, to the fifth sectional line in the thirteenth district; thence west with said sectional line, to
themiddle of the Mississippi river; thence up themain channel of saidriver, to the north-west corner
of the state; thence east with the north boundary line of the state, to the beginning.

SECTION 2. That for the due administration of justice, the courts of Pleas and Quarter
Sessions, and circuit courts, for said county, shall be holden at the house of William M. Wilson.

Passed: October 24, 1823.
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BOUNDARIES

ACTSOF 1870
CHAPTER 30

SECTION 1. That anew county be, and the same is hereby established out of that portion
of Obion County which lies west of low water mark of Reel Foot Lake, which shall be called the
County of Lake.

SECTION 2. That the County of Lake shall be bounded asfollows, to-wit: Beginning at a
stake at low water mark on the west bank of Reel Foot Lake, at a point where the dividing line
between Kentucky and Tennessee crosses said west bank; running thence in a southern direction
with the meanderings of said western bank, at |ow water mark, to the Dyer County line; thence west
with the Dyer County line to the State line; thence with said line up the Mississippi River, in a
northern direction, to an intersection with the Kentucky line; thence east with the Kentucky and
Tennessee line to the beginning.

COMPILER'SNOTE: Sections 3 through 8 related only to Lake County.

SECTION 9. That al officers, civil and military, now holding office in said county, shall
continue to hold their offices and exercise al the powers and functions thereof, until others are
elected and qualified according to this Act, and nothing in this Act contained shall deprive the
county of Obion from having, exercising and holding jurisdiction over the county of Lake, and the
citizens thereof, in as full and ample manner as they now have, until the election and qualification
of county officersfor said Lake County takes place according to this Act; Provided, That it shall be
the duty of the present Tax Collector of Obion County, to pay over to the Trustee of Lake County,
when elected and qualified, that portion of the county tax of Obion County, which shall have been
collected by such Tax Collector within the boundaries of said Lake County for the year 1870, and
said Trustee' receipt shall beavoucher to said Tax Collector on settlement with the Trustee of Obion
County.

SECTION 10. That al offenses, misdemeanors, crimes and felonies which have been
committed in said county of Obion before the passage of this Act, and which before the passage of
this Act, were presentable and indictable in and by the Circuit Court of said county of Obion, held
and to be holden in the town of Troy, shall still be the subject of presentment, indictment, trial,
conviction and judgment by and in said Circuit Court at Troy, in the same manner and to the same
extent asif this Act had not been passed.

SECTION 11. That this Act take effect, the public welfare requiring it, from and after its
passage.

Passed: June 9, 1870.
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BOUNDARIES

ACTSOF 1870
CHAPTER 103

SECTION 1. That the boundary line between the counties of Weakley and Obion, be, and
the same is hereby so changed as to run and be established as follows. The said dividing or
boundary line shall run northwardly, asat present established, to astakein the middle of the channel
of the north fork of Obion river; thence up said north fork of Obion river along the middle of the
channel of the same, eight miles and ten poles, to a stake in the middle of the said channel; thence
northwardly four miles and fifty-one poles, to a stake in the Clinton road; thence north sixteen
degrees, west two miles one hundred and eighty-eight poles, with said road to a stake in the line
which separates the States of Kentucky and Tennessee; and that portion of Weakley County lying
north and west of the line hereby established, is hereby detached from the county of Weakley and
attached to the county of Obion, and shall hereafter form a part of said county of Obion, and shall
be subject to the jurisdiction of the County Court of Obion County, and to the jurisdiction of the
Common Law and Chancery Courts, at Union City, from and after the passage of this act; but the
Chancery and Circuit Court of Weakley County, respectively, shall havejurisdictiontotry, hear and
determine all suite now pending in either of said courts, asfully in all respectsasif this Act had not
been passed.

SECTION 2. That the Revenue Collector of Weakley county shall collect the State and
county taxesin that part of Weakley County which is hereby attached to Obion County, for the year
1870, and pay the same over to the same authority, and in the same manner as if this Act had not
been passed; and this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring
it.

Passed: June 18, 1870.
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BOUNDARIES

ACTSOF 1893
CHAPTER 173

SECTION 1. That the present boundary line between the counties of Lake and Obion be so
changed as to read as follows. Beginning at apoint in the present boundary line of said counties,
on the west bank of Broad Slough, at the commencement of what is known as the Scatters, or Main
Slough, draining Reelfoot Lake, at alarge double leaning willow tree, marked with maple pointers
twenty feet south-west of same, and an ash and three small cypress trees fifteen feet south; thence
north 28 degrees east to what is known as"Willow Bar Tow-head;" thence north 31 degrees east to
the head of Rag Point (an island of green cypress trees) in the lake; and thence due north to the
southern point of Horse Island, intersecting again the Lake and Obion County line.

SECTION 2. That all of said portion of Reelfoot Lake, and all territory thereinincluded west
of the above described line, and cut off from Obion County, by said survey, be added to Lake
County; and that this act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: April 10, 1893.

COMPILER'SNOTE: ThisActwaschallenged in State v. Hoffman, 210 Tenn. 686, 362 S.W.2d
231 (1962).
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BOUNDARIES

PRIVATE ACTS OF 1925
CHAPTER 548

SECTION 1. That Chapter 176, House Bill No. 25 of the Acts of 1897 be amended as
follows by striking out all of Section One and inserting the following, "Section 1. Beit enacted by
the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, That the following line, be and the same shall
constitute the boundary line between certain portions of the Counties of Lake and Obion; Beginning
at a large double leaning willow tree on the west bank of Broad Slough, it being the beginning
corner of the boundary line, established by the Act of the General Assembly of the State of
Tennessee of 1893; running thencein awesterly direction with the center of Dredge Ditchto astake
in the center of the "Spillway"; thence southwardly with the center of Free Bridges Dredge Ditch
to the Dyer County line.

SECTION 2. That al laws and parts of lawsin conflict with this Act be, and the same are
hereby repealed and that this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfarerequiring
it.

Passed: April 4, 1925.

COMPILER'SNOTE: ThisAct was mentioned in the case of State v. Hoffman, 210 Tenn. 686,
362 SW.2d 231 (1962).




BOUNDARIES

The private act has often been used as a means for transferring parcels of land from one

county to another, often becausethe boundary lineswould bisect anindividual landowner'sproperty,
placing the landowner under the jurisdiction of two counties. Thistype of boundary change was
often very general in its description of the land transferred, without any metes and bounds
description. The following is a summary of acts which authorized boundary changes for Obion
County.

1.

Actsof 1824, Chapter 167, Page 159, appointed Rice Williams, as a Surveyor to run and to
mark the dividing boundary line between Obion County and Weakley County. Williams
would be paid areasonable compensation which would be shared equally by both counties,
and he must be sworn according to law before beginning his task.

Acts of 1847-48, Chapter 211, Page 365, required the Surveyors of the Counties of Obion
and Dyer to run and mark al the range and section lines in their respective counties which
have not been heretofore run for which the Surveyors would be entitled to such feesas are
provided by law. The Entry Takers of said Countieswould pay the Surveyorstheir fees out
of any funds in their hands which might belong to the State. If no State funds were
available, then the Counties would pay the Surveyors.

Acts of 1867-68, Chapter 13, Section 5, Page 9, rearranged the boundary lines between
Obion County and Weakley County beginning on the County linewhereit crossesthe North
Fork of the Obion River, running up the said River with its meanderings to Davis Mills;
thence north with the road leading from the Mill with the line of the Civil District until it
reached the State line; thence west with the State line to the Obion County line; thence south
to the point of the beginning.

Acts of 1867-68, Chapter 20, Section 6, Page 20, amends Acts of 1867-68, Chapter 13, by
changing part of the description to read, so asto run up the North Fork of the Obion River
withitsmeanderingsto one mile above Davis Mill; thence north to the Clinton Road; thence
with the Clinton Road to the State line. Section 6 was expressly repealed by Acts of
1868-69, Chapter 5, Page 5.

Actsof 1867-68, Chapter 82, Section 4, Page 108, changed the boundary line between Obion
County and Weakley County starting from the north bank of the North Fork of the Obion
River and running with it east of Davis Mill, running in anortherly direction, so asto leave
the land belonging to A. H. Walker in Obion County; thence in a northerly direction so as
to strike the Clinton Road opposite G. W. Cannon's gate; thence with the Clinton Road to
the State line.

Actsof 1889, Chapter 76, Page 111, changed the lines between Obion County and Weakley
County so that the lands of J. W. Boyd and Company would be included wholly within
Obion County, commencing at a point where the present County Line Road strikes J. W.
Boyd's north boundary line and running thence north with Boyd's north line one-half mile
to the State Line Road, which separates Tennessee and K entucky; thence with the said State
Line Road one-quarter of amileto wherethe present County line now strikesthe Stateline.

Acts of 1897, Chapter 176, Page 384, recited that a Commission had been appointed to
determine the line between Obion County and L ake County according to the Constitutional
provision and the legidative Act creating Lake County, Acts of 1870, Chapter 30, and that
the line had been determined by L. Donaldson of Lake County and S. F. Howard of Obion
County. A lengthy metes and bounds description of the line is set out in this Act which
constituted the work of the above named individuals. This particular Section was amended
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by Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 548. This Act is referred to in the case of State v.
Hoffman, 210 Tenn. 686, 362 S.W.2d 231 (1962).

Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 445, Page 1186, altered the lines between Obion County and
Weakley County from the meanderings of the North Fork of the Obion River to the canal
recently cut to straighten the said River's course, and the said Canal would henceforth bethe
north boundary of Weakley County and the south boundary of Obion County.
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CHAPTERYV - COURT SYSTEM
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COURT SYSTEM

BOARD OF JURY COMMISSIONERS - JURORS

All private acts creating county boards of jury commissioners were repealed by § 22-2-201

of Tennessee Code Annotated, except in Davidson, Knox and Hamilton counties. The general
statutes dealing with jurors and juries can be found in T.C.A. title 22. County boards of jury
commissioners are described in T.C.A. § 22-2-201, and the qualifications of ajuror are listed in
T.C.A.§22-1-101.

The following acts once affected jurors or boards of jury commissioners in

County, but are no longer operative. Also referenced below is an act which repeals prior law
without providing new substantive provisions.

1.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 394, Page 1207, created a Board of Jury Commissioners for
Obion County. The Board was composed of three discreet citizens who were not lawyers,
or county officials, and who had no cases pending in court. The County Judge would
appoint temporary membersto fill any vacancieswhich might occur. Regular appointments
would be made by the Judges of courts of record in the County. The memberswould serve
under oath, serve staggered three year termsand coul d not succeed themsel ves. Onemember
would be designated as Chairman. The County Court Clerk would serve as a Clerk to the
Board after taking an oath of secrecy. The Board would biennially meet on the second
Monday in April and select at least 500 names from the tax rolls, or other public sources,
equalizing as near as possible the number chosen from each Civil District. These names
would bethejury list for the next two yearsfor all courts. If thelist should become depleted,
the Board must replenish it using the same methods. All the names, with theinitials of the
Commissioner choosing that person, would be entered upon abook accordingto law and this
act, and the entire list would be verified by all three members. The names would also be
placed on acard of suitable material which would be placed in abox, locked and sealed, and
given to the custody of the Clerk who would keep it in a bank safe. Ten to fifteen days
before court would open, the box woul d be unlocked and the required number of cardswould
be drawn from the box by a child under ten years of age. These names would be reported
to the Clerk and also be entered in abook. Five days before court opened, the Clerk would
transmit the list to the Sheriff who would summon the people for jury service. They could
be excused from service only by the Judge and only for the reasons expressed in the law.
This act was repealed by Private Acts of 1941, Chapter 437, Page 1507.

Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 321, Page 1284, created a Board of Jury Commissioners for
Obion County with thisAct being almost acarbon copy of Private Actsof 1937, Chapter 394
except the Circuit Court Clerk would be the Clerk for the Board instead of the County Court
Clerk.
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COURT SYSTEM

CHANCERY COURT

The chancery courts are the traditional trial level equity courtsin Tennessee. Equity law
dealswith mattersnot traditionally addressed by the common law (case law) of thelaw courtsor the
statutory law. Equity actswhen atraditional law court remedy isnot adequate to reach ajust resullt.
In Tennessee, chancery courts have exclusive jurisdiction over some matters that are traditionally
considered to be equity cases, but the statutory law hasgiven chancery courtsconcurrent jurisdiction
with the circuit courts over most civil cases.

Obion County, under the provisions of § 16-2-506 of Tennessee Code Annotated, is part of
the 27th judicial district. The general law on chancery courts is found in title 16, chapter 11 of
Tennessee Code Annotated, and title 17 appliesto judges and chancellors.

The following acts form an outline of the development of equity jurisdiction in Obion
County, athough they no longer have the force of law since they have either been superseded by
general law, repealed, or failed to receive local ratification. Also referenced below are acts which
repeal prior law without providing new substantive provisions.

1 Actsof 1822, Chapter 13, Page 15, stated that the Chancery Courtsin Tennessee would be
held by one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of Errorsand Appeals at the present places
of holding the Supreme Court at least once every year. The Equity Court would be
conducted in Rogersville on the first Monday in November, in Knoxville on the third
Monday in November, in Charlotte on the fourth Monday in December, in Sparta on the
second Monday in December, in Nashville, on the fourth Monday in January, and in
Columbiaon the second Monday in January. Court timeswould befor two weeksunlessthe
Dockets were cleared earlier.

2. Actsof 1824 (E.S.), Chapter 14, Page 20, provided that the Judges of the Supreme Court of
Errors and Appeals, which would meet for sessions in Knoxville, Sparta, and Nashville,
would also arrange among themselves to hold the Chancery Courts across the State at | east
twice each year, at Greeneville, Rogersville, Kingston, Carthage, McMinnville, Franklin,
Columbia, Charlotte, and at Jackson for all countieswest of the Tennessee River, including
Obion County, on the second Monday in April and October of each year.

3. Acts of 1825, Chapter 32, Page 28, required the Justices of the Supreme Court to hold a
Chancery Court at